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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, the German intellectual world
was challenged by a growing distrust in the rational ideals of the enlightenment,
and consequently by a belief in the existence of a radical ‘cultural crisis’. One
response to this crisis was the emergence of ‘Life Philosophy’, which celebrated
the irrational, expressive, instinctive and spontaneous, while rejecting the
rational, conscious, and logical. Around the same time and place, Zionist thought
crystallized. It discussed issues like the ‘Jewish essence’, the creation of a new
Jewish person and a new Jewish community, return to the Jewish homeland, and
the negation of the diasporic way of life.

This book explores the connections between Zionism and Life Philosophy, and
argues that Life Philosophy represents a modern secularized version of gnostic
dualism between God and world, and that this was a particular secular impulse
that lay at the core of the Zionist political mission. Consisting of two main
sections, the book first shows the manner in which Life Philosophy should be
understood as a modern, secularized, gnostic theology, before concluding by
discussing its political Zionist interpretation.

Drawing on published works of a wide range of thinkers and intellectuals,
alongside a variety of unpublished materials, this book will be welcomed by
students and scholars of Jewish studies, the philosophy of Judaism, and religion
and philosophy more generally.
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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, the German intellectual world was challenged by a
growing distrust in the rational ideals of the enlightenment, and consequently by a belief in the existence of a
radical ‘cultural crisis’. One response to this crisis was the emergence of ‘Life Philosophy’, which celebrated
the irrational, expressive, instinctive and spontaneous, while rejecting the rational, conscious, and logical.
Around the same time and place, Zionist thought crystallized. It discussed issues like the ‘Jewish essence’,
the creation of a new Jewish person and a new Jewish community, return to the Jewish homeland, and the
negation of the diasporic way of life.

This book explores the connections between Zionism and Life Philosophy, and argues that Life Philosophy
represents a modern secularized version of gnostic dualism between God and world, and that this was a
particular secular impulse that lay at the core of the Zionist political mission. Consisting of two main
sections, the book first shows the manner in which Life Philosophy should be understood as a modern,
secularized, gnostic theology, before concluding by discussing its political Zionist interpretation.

Drawing on published works of a wide range of thinkers and intellectuals, alongside a variety of unpublished
materials, this book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Jewish studies, the philosophy of Judaism,
and religion and philosophy more generally.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Yotam Hotam is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Education at the University of Haifa, Israel.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Harris:

The book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of
Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) to get your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book Modern Gnosis and Zionism:
The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Larry Moore:

Here thing why this Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish
National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National
Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture,
Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Modern
Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish
Studies Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Michelle Oquinn:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of



information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One
of them is this Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National
Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series).

Elizabeth Givens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis
of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series).
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