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Monstrous Bodies is a cultural and literary history of ambiguous bodies in
imperial Japan. It focuses on what the book calls modern
monsters?doppelgangers, robots, twins, hybrid creations?bodily metaphors that
became ubiquitous in the literary landscape from the Meiji era (1868–1912) up
until the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937. Such monsters have
often been understood as representations of the premodern past or of
“stigmatized others”?figures subversive to national ideologies. Miri Nakamura
contends instead that these monsters were products of modernity, informed by
the newly imported scientific discourses on the body, and that they can be read as
being complicit in the ideologies of the empire, for they are uncanny bodies that
ignite a sense of terror by blurring the binary of “normal” and “abnormal” that
modern sciences like eugenics and psychology created. Reading these literary
bodies against the historical rise of the Japanese empire and its colonial wars in
Asia, Nakamura argues that they must be understood in relation to the most
“monstrous” body of all in modern Japan: the carefully constructed image of the
empire itself.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Miri Nakamura is Associate Professor in the College of East Asian Studies at Wesleyan University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

The book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the best thing like a book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan
(Harvard East Asian Monographs)? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Tina Brookins:

This Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) book
is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in
Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) without we understand teach the one who looking at it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the
Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can bring any time you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Sarah Tomczak:

The book with title Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.



Roger Cowen:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Monstrous Bodies: The Rise of the
Uncanny in Modern Japan (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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