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Playwriting Seminars is “a treasure-trove of information, philosophy, and
inspiration” (Theatre Journal), “an absolutely essential guide to all aspects of
playwriting and a valuable whitewater raft trip down the rapids of Hollywood
screenwriting” (Magellan), and “a terrific learning environment for writers”
(WebCrawler Select). It was also a recommended resource for playwrights at
New Dramatists (NYC). The Handbook’s initial concepts came from the author’s
work with Lucasfilm and the BBC. It was originally developed for playwrights
and screenwriters, but has since been used by writers of fiction and nonfiction
books. This new edition covers all aspects of writing full-length plays with an
expanded treatment of screenwriting for Hollywood and independent film as well
as diagrams of key elements of dramatic structure. Playwriting techniques are
explained with many examples from classic and contemporary plays performed
today by America's regional theatres as well as on Broadway and Off-Broadway.
The 392 page Handbook explains the interconnections between characters and
plot and the importance of subtext to character development in the contemporary
theatre (what characters don’t tell us matters as much as what they say in
dialogue). Key exercises are included for developing “voice” as a writer and for
creating the essential dual plot structure that supports intriguing characters in
today’s theatre. Many professionals in theatre and film are quoted on key parts of
the art and craft of playwriting and screenwriting to help explain effective
techniques. Special sections of the Handbook focus on getting inspiration and
avoiding writer’s block, editing first drafts, professional script formats for theatre
and film (including software), how to launch new scripts, putting together
submission packages for theatres and competitions, how to write an effective
script synopsis and writer’s bio, working with directors, actors and agents, how
to survive audience “talkbacks” following readings and workshop productions,
methods to adjust your playwriting skills for screenwriting and television work,
and options for making a living at the craft of dramatic writing.
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Playwriting Seminars is “a treasure-trove of information, philosophy, and inspiration” (Theatre Journal), “an
absolutely essential guide to all aspects of playwriting and a valuable whitewater raft trip down the rapids of
Hollywood screenwriting” (Magellan), and “a terrific learning environment for writers” (WebCrawler
Select). It was also a recommended resource for playwrights at New Dramatists (NYC). The Handbook’s
initial concepts came from the author’s work with Lucasfilm and the BBC. It was originally developed for
playwrights and screenwriters, but has since been used by writers of fiction and nonfiction books. This new
edition covers all aspects of writing full-length plays with an expanded treatment of screenwriting for
Hollywood and independent film as well as diagrams of key elements of dramatic structure. Playwriting
techniques are explained with many examples from classic and contemporary plays performed today by
America's regional theatres as well as on Broadway and Off-Broadway. The 392 page Handbook explains
the interconnections between characters and plot and the importance of subtext to character development in
the contemporary theatre (what characters don’t tell us matters as much as what they say in dialogue). Key
exercises are included for developing “voice” as a writer and for creating the essential dual plot structure that
supports intriguing characters in today’s theatre. Many professionals in theatre and film are quoted on key
parts of the art and craft of playwriting and screenwriting to help explain effective techniques. Special
sections of the Handbook focus on getting inspiration and avoiding writer’s block, editing first drafts,
professional script formats for theatre and film (including software), how to launch new scripts, putting
together submission packages for theatres and competitions, how to write an effective script synopsis and
writer’s bio, working with directors, actors and agents, how to survive audience “talkbacks” following
readings and workshop productions, methods to adjust your playwriting skills for screenwriting and
television work, and options for making a living at the craft of dramatic writing.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Richard Toscan was Dean of the School of Theatre at the University of Southern California where for many
years he taught playwriting and play analysis. His professional work as a producer, story editor, playwright,
and judge of new play and screenplay competitions informs his approach to what makes new plays work in
the contemporary theatre. He has worked in association with Lucasfilm and many noted figures in theatre,
film, and television. That experience has led him to stress the importance of developing “voice” as a
playwright and the dual plot structures used by nearly all produced playwrights today. His radio dramas have
been broadcast throughout the world by the BBC, NPR, CBC, and ABC. Toscan later taught playwriting and
screenwriting while Dean of Portland State University’s School of Fine & Performing Arts. More recently he
was Dean of Virginia Commonwealth University’s School of the Arts where he founded the Cinema
Program.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Tomczak:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Playwriting Seminars 2.0: A Handbook
on the Art and Craft of Dramatic Writing with an Introduction to Screenwriting? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Glenna Monaghan:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Playwriting Seminars 2.0: A
Handbook on the Art and Craft of Dramatic Writing with an Introduction to Screenwriting. All type of book
would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Amado Spieker:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Playwriting Seminars 2.0: A
Handbook on the Art and Craft of Dramatic Writing with an Introduction to Screenwriting book since this



book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is
no doubt in it you know.

David Shields:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Playwriting Seminars 2.0: A Handbook on the Art and Craft of Dramatic
Writing with an Introduction to Screenwriting it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.
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