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The summer of 1972, before I turned nine, danger began knocking on doors all
over China.

Nine-year-old Ling has a very happy life. Her parents are both dedicated
surgeons at the best hospital in Wuhan, and her father teaches her English as they
listen to Voice of America every evening on the radio. But when one of Mao's
political officers moves into a room in their apartment, Ling begins to witness the
gradual disintegration of her world. In an atmosphere of increasing mistrust and
hatred, Ling fears for the safety of her neighbors, and soon, for herself and her
family. For the next four years, Ling will suffer more horrors than many people
face in a lifetime. Will she be able to grow and blossom under the oppressive rule
of Chairman Mao? Or will fighting to survive destroy her spirit?and end her life?

Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party is a 2008 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of
the Year.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Picture book and cookbook author Compestine (The Real Story of Stone Soup) turns to 1972
China as the setting for her first YA novel. Eight-year-old Ling, the spunky daughter of two doctors, lives in
Wuhan, China; dreamy and idealistic, she often describes her world in metaphor (about her neighbor, Ling
notes, Mrs. Wong was fragrant and warm like a red peony, which always welcomed visitors). But the lives of
Ling and her family are disrupted when Comrade Li, an officer of the Communist Party, moves into their
apartment. Difficulties mount as friends and neighbors disappear, Ling's father is arrested and she endures
vicious tormenting at school because of her bourgeois background (At times I wished my family was poor
and my parents worked on a vegetable farm... so I could have friends. But if my parents worked on a farm,
who would treat their patients?). Although her father has been jailed, her family starved and their books
burned, Ling fights to keep her long hair, a symbol of dignity and individualism to her, though her
classmates see it as emblematic of Ling's privilege. Ling survives on wit, hope and courage until the death of
Chairman Mao, after which she and her mother have a joyful reunion with Ling's father. Readers should
remain rapt by Compestine's storytelling throughout this gripping account of life during China's Cultural
Revolution. Ages 10-up. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Known for her picture books, Compestine grew up in China, during the Cultural Revolution, and her
autobiographical novel tells the history from the viewpoint of the young, protected, privileged child who
loses her innocence when political brutality invades her home. For nine-year-old Ling, things always seem
clear. She's close to her loving father, who teaches her English and about freedom in America, but she feels
distant from her tense, angry mother. During the course of four years, repression increases, and eventually
the Red Guards arrest Dad as a class enemy. Ling feels the repression in other ways, too; she stands up to
class bullies who try to cut off her "bourgeois" hair. Always she is sustained by memories of her brave father
and his dream of freedom. In clipped lyrical sentences, Compestine's first-person narrative sets a naïve
child's struggle to survive against betrayal and courage in one neighborhood and also the political panorama
of spies and slogans. Rochman, Hazel

Review

“* Readers should remain rapt by Compestine's storytelling throughout this gripping account of life during
China's Cultural Revolution.” ?Publishers Weekly, Starred Review

“Laced in all the right places with humor, fury, fear, resolve and eventual relief, her childlike voice is
carefully maintained over the sweep of four years--candid and credible, naive and nuanced.” ?San Francisco
Chronicle

“This child's-eye view of the Chinese Cultural Revolution is ultimately a tale of survival; lyrical yet
gripping, accessible and memorable, it's based on the author's experiences. Certain to inspire discussion
about freedom and justice.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“Authentic. . . . This semi-autobiographical novel comes alive with the author's rich descriptions of the sights
and smells of China at the beginning of the Cultural Revolution.” ?School Library Journal

“In clipped lyrical sentences, Compestine's first-person narrative sets a naïve child's struggle to survive

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


against betrayal and courage in one neighborhood and also the political panorama of spies and slogans.”
?Booklist

“Compestine does a good job giving young YA readers a realistic picture of what that period of history
meant to individuals caught in the political nightmare. Certainly those with a Chinese heritage will find the
story important to understand their own family history.” ?KLIATT

“Beautifully descriptive phrases allow this autobiographical fiction to come alive with the colors of the
clothing that are lovingly sewn for Ling, the aromatic preparations of the food that is cooked, and the
genuine appreciation of school, work, and valued neighbors. . . . The simple narrative is [refreshing] . . . in its
youthful disbelief of the hardships that have befallen them in a changing political situation.” ?Voice of Youth
Advocates

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arlene Martin:

The publication untitled Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party is the reserve that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Jennifer Larson:

Exactly why? Because this Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

John Lambeth:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written
in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before.
The Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like



winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Martha Fincher:

This Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Revolution Is Not a Dinner Party can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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