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Renowned for his metaphysics, Spinoza made significant contributions to
understanding the human mind, the emotions, moral philosophy, and political
philosophy.
Beginning with an overview of Spinoza's life, Michael Della Rocca carefully
unpacks and explains Spinoza's philosophy: his metaphysics of substance and
argument at the center of his whole system that God is the sole independent
substance; his account of the human mind and its relation to the body; his theory
that human beings tend towards self-preservation and his most famous work, the
Ethics, including the problem of free will; and his writings on the state, religion
and scripture.

Della Rocca concludes with a chapter on Spinoza's legacy and how modern
philosophers, Hume, Hegel, and Nietzsche, responded to Spinoza's challenge.
Ideal for those coming to Spinoza for the first time as well as those already
acquainted with his thought, Spinoza is essential reading for anyone studying
philosophy.
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the emotions, moral philosophy, and political philosophy.
Beginning with an overview of Spinoza's life, Michael Della Rocca carefully unpacks and explains Spinoza's
philosophy: his metaphysics of substance and argument at the center of his whole system that God is the sole
independent substance; his account of the human mind and its relation to the body; his theory that human
beings tend towards self-preservation and his most famous work, the Ethics, including the problem of free
will; and his writings on the state, religion and scripture.

Della Rocca concludes with a chapter on Spinoza's legacy and how modern philosophers, Hume, Hegel, and
Nietzsche, responded to Spinoza's challenge. Ideal for those coming to Spinoza for the first time as well as
those already acquainted with his thought, Spinoza is essential reading for anyone studying philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

'In his Spinoza, Michael Della Rocca has performed a service for those seeking a thorough, accessible and
engaging overview of Spinoza’s life and philosophy. …unquestionably the best general introduction to
Spinoza’s overall philosophy since Henry Allison’s Benedict de Spinoza: An Introduction, published over
twenty years ago.' - Times Literary Supplement

'Spinoza offers highly original, often brilliant scholarship and will be an indispensable resource for
undergraduates.'  - Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

'An absolutely fantastic book. Della Rocca has succeeded in making Spinoza’s notoriously difficult thought
accessible to a general audience without sacrificing any of the conceptual complexity and rigors that makes
Spinoza such a good philosopher.' - Martin Lin, University of Toronto, Canada

'This is an exciting, interesting, and highly-readable book on Spinoza. Della Rocca offers a bold thesis: that
Spinoza's philosophy results from persistently applying the principle of sufficient reason to absolutely
everything - so, in short, there can be no dumb luck, no brute facts. Della Rocca successfully uses this thesis
to illuminate the basics of Spinoza's philosophy, and to extend several scholarly discussions in new and
interesting directions. His book will instruct both beginning and advanced students of Spinoza.' - Charles
Hueneman, Utah State University

 

About the Author

Michael Della Rocca is Professor and Chair of Philosophy at Yale University.  He is the author of
Representation and the Mind Body Problem in Spinoza, and our numerous articles in early modern
philosophy and contemporary metaphysics. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anita Pfeifer:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers).



Larry Hunter:

This Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
specific Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) without we know teach the one who studying it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) can bring
once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even phone. This Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Dan Williams:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
before. The Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) giving you yet another experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Linda Howard:

You can get this Spinoza (The Routledge Philosophers) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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