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The Harlem Renaissance is rightly considered to be a moment of creative
exuberance and unprecedented explosion. Today, there is a renewed interest in
this movement, calling for a re-evaluation and a closer scrutiny of the era and of
documents that have only recently become available. Temples for Tomorrow
reconsiders the period?between two world wars?which confirmed the intuitions
of W. E. B. DuBois on the "color line" and gave birth to the "American
dilemma," later evoked by Gunnar Myrdal. Issuing from a generation bearing
new hopes and aspirations, a new vision takes form and develops around the
concept of the New Negro, with a goal: to recreate an African American identity
and claim its legitimate place in the heart of the nation. In reality, this movement
organized into a remarkable institutional network, which was to remain the vision
of an elite, but which gave birth to tensions and differences.

This collection attempts to assess Harlem's role as a "Black Mecca", as "site of
intimate performance" of African American life, and as focal point in the creation
of a diasporic identity in dialogue with the Caribbean and French-speaking areas.

Essays treat the complex interweaving of Primitivism and Modernism, of folk
culture and elitist aspirations in different artistic media, with a view to defining
the interaction between music, visual arts, and literature.

Also included are known Renaissance intellectuals and writers. Even though they
had different conceptions of the role of the African American artist in a racially
segregated society, most participants in the New Negro movement shared a
desire to express a new assertiveness in terms of literary creation and indentity-
building.
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The Harlem Renaissance is rightly considered to be a moment of creative exuberance and unprecedented
explosion. Today, there is a renewed interest in this movement, calling for a re-evaluation and a closer
scrutiny of the era and of documents that have only recently become available. Temples for Tomorrow
reconsiders the period?between two world wars?which confirmed the intuitions of W. E. B. DuBois on the
"color line" and gave birth to the "American dilemma," later evoked by Gunnar Myrdal. Issuing from a
generation bearing new hopes and aspirations, a new vision takes form and develops around the concept of
the New Negro, with a goal: to recreate an African American identity and claim its legitimate place in the
heart of the nation. In reality, this movement organized into a remarkable institutional network, which was to
remain the vision of an elite, but which gave birth to tensions and differences.

This collection attempts to assess Harlem's role as a "Black Mecca", as "site of intimate performance" of
African American life, and as focal point in the creation of a diasporic identity in dialogue with the
Caribbean and French-speaking areas.

Essays treat the complex interweaving of Primitivism and Modernism, of folk culture and elitist aspirations
in different artistic media, with a view to defining the interaction between music, visual arts, and literature.

Also included are known Renaissance intellectuals and writers. Even though they had different conceptions
of the role of the African American artist in a racially segregated society, most participants in the New Negro
movement shared a desire to express a new assertiveness in terms of literary creation and indentity-building.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Geneviève Fabre is professor at the University Paris 7 where she is director of the Center of African
American Research. Author of books on James Agee, on African American Theatre (Paris, CNRS and
Harvard U P), she has contributed to several collective volumes and encyclopedias. Co-author of books on
F.S. Fitzgerald, American minorities, she has edited or co-edited several volumes: on Hispanic literatures, on
Barrio culture in the USA, on ethnicity, two volumes on "Feasts and Celebrations among Ethnic
Communities," two on Toni Morrison, and a book on History and Memory in Afr Am Culture. She is now
co-editing with Michel Feith a collection of essays on The Harlem Renaissance. A Fellow at the W.E.B. Du
Bois Institute, Harvard, The National Humanities Center and the American Antiquarian Society, she is
currently working on African American celebrative culture (1730-1880).

Michel Feith is an Assistant Professor at the University of Nantes, France. He has spent several years abroad;
his experience of living in Australia, Japan and the United States has sensitivized him to issues of
multiculturalism. He wrote a doctoral thesis under the direction of Professor Geneviève Fabre, on " Myth and
History in Chinese American and Chicano Literature " (1995), and his publications include articles on
Maxine Hong Kingston, John Edgar Wideman, and the Harlem Renaissance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susanne Pineda:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
of Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem
Renaissance is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Kristy Abrahams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Temples for
Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.



Clara Williams:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance as the daily
resource information.

Nicholas Thiede:

The guide with title Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance has lot of information
that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.
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