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James Pritchard's classic anthologies of the ancient Near East have introduced
generations of readers to texts essential for understanding the peoples and
cultures of this important region. Now these two enduring works have been
combined and integrated into one convenient and richly illustrated volume, with
a new foreword that puts the translations in context.

With more than 130 reading selections and 300 photographs of ancient art,
architecture, and artifacts, this volume provides a stimulating introduction to
some of the most significant and widely studied texts of the ancient Near East,
including the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Creation Epic (Enuma elish), the Code of
Hammurabi, and the Baal Cycle. For students of history, religion, the Bible,
archaeology, and anthropology, this anthology provides a wealth of material for
understanding the ancient Near East.

Represents the diverse cultures and languages of the ancient Near East--●

Sumerian, Akkadian, Egyptian, Hittite, Ugaritic, Canaanite, and Aramaic--in a
wide range of genres:

Historical texts❍

Legal texts and treaties❍

Inscriptions❍

Hymns❍

Didactic and wisdom literature❍

Oracles and prophecies❍

Love poetry and other literary texts❍

Letters❍

New foreword puts the classic translations in context●

More than 300 photographs document ancient art, architecture, and artifacts●

related to the texts
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James Pritchard's classic anthologies of the ancient Near East have introduced generations of readers to texts
essential for understanding the peoples and cultures of this important region. Now these two enduring works
have been combined and integrated into one convenient and richly illustrated volume, with a new foreword
that puts the translations in context.

With more than 130 reading selections and 300 photographs of ancient art, architecture, and artifacts, this
volume provides a stimulating introduction to some of the most significant and widely studied texts of the
ancient Near East, including the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Creation Epic (Enuma elish), the Code of
Hammurabi, and the Baal Cycle. For students of history, religion, the Bible, archaeology, and anthropology,
this anthology provides a wealth of material for understanding the ancient Near East.

Represents the diverse cultures and languages of the ancient Near East--Sumerian, Akkadian, Egyptian,●

Hittite, Ugaritic, Canaanite, and Aramaic--in a wide range of genres:
Historical texts❍

Legal texts and treaties❍

Inscriptions❍

Hymns❍

Didactic and wisdom literature❍

Oracles and prophecies❍

Love poetry and other literary texts❍

Letters❍

New foreword puts the classic translations in context●

More than 300 photographs document ancient art, architecture, and artifacts related to the texts●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Pritchard enlisted some of the best scholars of his day to translate myths from Mesopotamia, novellas from
Egypt, and calendars from Palestine. They provide an amazing backdrop to reread, and in some cases
reinterpret, the Bible. Furthermore, the translations themselves are works of art. . . . These translations have
staying power. Not only do they convey the cultural environment of the biblical world but they do so with
elegance and timeliness. The translators achieved an admirable balance of fidelity to the original
compositions and imaginative creativity."--Books & Culture

"While there are other collections of texts published more recently with some more current translations, there
is no extant, modestly priced volume that includes both texts and pictures tor the many cultures this one
includes. . . . [T]his volume can serve well in personal, public, school, and small college libraries with its
modest price and collected materials. It provides a wealth of material useful for understanding the ancient
Near East."--Susan Tower Hollis, American Reference Books Annual

"I recommend the new edition to all academic libraries in light of the quantity of primary source material. . . .
[I]t would make an excellent classroom resource."--Tyler Mayfield, Religious Studies Review

From the Back Cover

"There is no other anthology on the ancient Near East with this breadth of geographical and linguistic
coverage, or with this variety of genres, from the literary and historical to the legal, epistolary, and
religious."--Francesca Rochberg, University of California, Berkeley

About the Author
James B. Pritchard (1909-1997) was professor of religious thought at the University of Pennsylvania and
curator of Syro-Palestinian archaeology at the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology. Daniel E. Fleming is professor of Hebrew and Judaic studies at New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

The book The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Ancient
Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.



Jeff Puckett:

The reserve untitled The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures is the e-book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Susie Vadnais:

This The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures is great book for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Ancient Near East: An Anthology of Texts and Pictures in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within
ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that will?

Darlene Johnson:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Ancient Near East: An
Anthology of Texts and Pictures is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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