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Many Americans believe that so-called ancient astronauts (visitors from outer
space) were responsible for historical wonders like the pyramids. This
entertaining and informative book traces the origins of such beliefs to the work of
horror writer H. P. Lovecraft (1890–1937). The author takes the reader through
fifty years of pop culture and pseudoscience highlighting such influential figures
and developments as Erich von Däniken (Chariots of the Gods), Graham
Hancock (Fingerprints of the Gods), Zecharia Sitchin (Twelfth Planet), and the
Raelian Revolution. The astounding and improbable connections among these
various characters are revealed, along with the disturbing consequences of
Lovecraft’s "little joke" for modern science and public knowledge.
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Many Americans believe that so-called ancient astronauts (visitors from outer space) were responsible for
historical wonders like the pyramids. This entertaining and informative book traces the origins of such
beliefs to the work of horror writer H. P. Lovecraft (1890–1937). The author takes the reader through fifty
years of pop culture and pseudoscience highlighting such influential figures and developments as Erich von
Däniken (Chariots of the Gods), Graham Hancock (Fingerprints of the Gods), Zecharia Sitchin (Twelfth
Planet), and the Raelian Revolution. The astounding and improbable connections among these various
characters are revealed, along with the disturbing consequences of Lovecraft’s "little joke" for modern
science and public knowledge.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Combining literary theory, cultural criticism and muckraking, Colavito aims to debunk alternative history-
believing, for instance, that aliens genetically engineered human life-but gets swept up in the frenzy of his
own arguments and ends up positing "the western world is now adrift amidst its own decadence and decline."
Colavito, a former believer in alternative history, traces the various beliefs' roots to H.P. Lovecraft's fiction.
He does a fair job of presenting his case, using a great deal of textual analysis, but believers will dismiss it as
yet another attempt to suppress the "truth," while those who haven't been immersed in the literature are likely
to be bewildered or indifferent. Colavito tries to address this concern with broad theories about why such
ideas have taken hold and what it shows about the state of humanity, a line of exposition that grows more
prevalent and less persuasive as the book progresses; Colavito resorts to sweeping generalizations the reader
must buy into for the rest to follow-an especially difficult proposition given Colavito's credentials (he is a
freelance writer, not a historian or sociologist). Though the writing is engaging and the topic intriguing,
readers will be frustrated by Colavito's frequent forays to the soapbox.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Fans of fantasy/horror writer H.P. Lovecraft must add The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft and
Extraterrestrial Pop Culture to their reading lists."
- California Bookwatch
"Combining literary theory, cultural criticism and muckraking, Colavito aims to debunk alternative
history…He does a fair job of presenting his case, using a great deal of textual analysis, but believers will
dismiss it as yet another attempt to suppress the "truth," while those who haven't been immersed in the
literature are likely to be bewildered or indifferent…the writing is engaging and the topic intriguing…"
- Publishers Weekly

About the Author
Jason Colavito is a freelance writer and editor who has written for Skeptic magazine, among other
publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kim Townsend:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And Extraterrestrial Pop Culture your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And
Extraterrestrial Pop Culture giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Carla Floyd:

Beside this specific The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And Extraterrestrial Pop Culture in your phone,
it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And Extraterrestrial Pop Culture
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book and also read it from currently!

George McDaniel:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And
Extraterrestrial Pop Culture. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Pedro Murray:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Cult of Alien Gods: H.P. Lovecraft And Extraterrestrial Pop Culture
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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