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The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, which took place in China between
1966 and 1976, was amajor political and social tragedy in Chinese history. As
part of an effort to understand how the state enforced control amid seeming
chaos, this book looks at the ubiquitous revolutionary presentations and
performances of power, such as political rituals, revolutionary rhetoric, and
public gatherings, in people’ s everyday lives during the Cultural Revolution as
performances that contributed to the control of the Chinese people. In particular,
this book discusses how the promotion of revolutionary modelsin real life
contributed to people’ s eagernessto perform the role of the ideal revolutionary,
and how the possibility of complete revolutionary transformation, promoted by
the state media, and the hard fact that no one was able to completely become a
Maoist subject, who would be completely selfless and think and speak only
Maoist teaching, subjected people to a state of becoming but never fully having
become. The fear of failing in the Maoist transformation constituted the inner
mechanism that propelled ordinary peopl€’ sradical revolutionary behavior.

In addition, this book examines the audience’ s reaction to Jiang Qing’'s court
performance in thetrial of the Gang of Four as an anarchic liberation from the
revolutionary performance of the Cultural Revolution. Utilizing methodologies
of cultural anthropology, linguistics, acting theory, and literary criticism, this
book reveas how peopl€e s performances of their everyday life functioned as
mechanisms of social control.
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The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, which took place in China between 1966 and 1976, was a major
political and social tragedy in Chinese history. As part of an effort to understand how the state enforced
control amid seeming chaos, this book looks at the ubiquitous revolutionary presentations and performances
of power, such as political rituas, revolutionary rhetoric, and public gatherings, in peopl€e’s everyday lives
during the Cultural Revolution as performances that contributed to the control of the Chinese people. In
particular, this book discusses how the promotion of revolutionary modelsin real life contributed to people’s
eagerness to perform the role of the ideal revolutionary, and how the possibility of complete revolutionary
transformation, promoted by the state media, and the hard fact that no one was able to completely become a
Maoist subject, who would be completely selfless and think and speak only Maoist teaching, subjected
people to a state of becoming but never fully having become. The fear of failing in the Maoist transformation
constituted the inner mechanism that propelled ordinary people’ sradical revolutionary behavior.

In addition, this book examines the audience’ s reaction to Jiang Qing’'s court performance in the trial of the
Gang of Four as an anarchic liberation from the revolutionary performance of the Cultural Revolution.
Utilizing methodol ogies of cultural anthropology, linguistics, acting theory, and literary criticism, this book
reveals how people's performances of their everyday life functioned as mechanisms of social control.
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Editorial Review

Review

Overdl, The Cultural Revolution and Overacting points out the overdramatization within the dailiness at the
core of the Cultural Revolution and brings the understanding of socialist masses anew light.... Differently,
this study marks an attempt of appreciating the shifts from the textual and semiotic aspects of cultural
artifacts to ordinary people’ s embodied experience and daily practices during the Cultural Revolution....
Wang' s book offers an alternative perspective from which the empirical and interdisciplinary moves towards
an anthropology of the Chinese Cultural Revolution from below are promised and potentially allowed.
(China Review)

About the Author
Tuo Wang is a performance studies scholar with a PhD from the Tisch School of the Arts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Frank Wimmer:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y es, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take awalk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Cultural Revolution and Overacting: Dynamics between Politics and Performance? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Charles Hopper:

Often the book The Cultural Revolution and Overacting: Dynamics between Politics and Performance has a
lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Sherry Holsey:

This The Cultural Revolution and Overacting: Dynamics between Politics and Performance is great reserve
for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Cultural Revolution and Overacting: Dynamics between
Politics and Performance in your hand like having the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one.



We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this reserve aready do
that. So, it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Pamela Dodge:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Cultural Revolution and Overacting:
Dynamics between Politics and Performance can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. Thiskind of
book can be one of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? L et's have The Cultural Revolution and Overacting: Dynamics between Politics and Performance.
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