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The present work has three principal objectives: (1) to fix the chronology of the
development of the pre-Euclidean theory of incommensurable magnitudes
beginning from the first discoveries by fifth-century Pythago reans, advancing
through the achievements of Theodorus of Cyrene, Theaetetus, Archytas and
Eudoxus, and culminating in the formal theory of Elements X; (2) to correlate the
stages of this developing theory with the evolution of the Elements as a whole;
and (3) to establish that the high standards of rigor characteristic of this evolution
were intrinsic to the mathematicians' work. In this third point, we wish to
counterbalance a prevalent thesis that the impulse toward mathematical rigor was
purely a response to the dialecticians' critique of foundations; on the contrary, we
shall see that not until Eudoxus does there appear work which may be described
as purely foundational in its intent. Through the examination of these problems,
the present work will either alter or set in a new light virtually every standard
thesis about the fourth-century Greek geometry. I. THE PRE-EUCLIDEAN
THEORY OF INCOMMENSURABLE MAGNITUDES The Euclidean theory
of incommensurable magnitudes, as preserved in Book X of the Elements, is a
synthetic masterwork. Yet there are detect able seams in its structure, seams
revealed both through terminology and through the historical clues provided by
the neo-Platonist commentator Proclus.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Frizzell:

This The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and
Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of
Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library)
without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of
Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library)
can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the
Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical
Library) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Rivera:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study
of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese
Historical Library) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book has high quality.

Sheri Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Evolution of the Euclidean
Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek



Geometry (Synthese Historical Library), you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Christine Cote:

This The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and
Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library) is completely new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Evolution of the
Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early
Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library) can be the light food for you because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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