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Neil Duxbury examines how precedents constrain legal decision-makers and how
legal decision-makers relax and avoid those constraints. There is no single
principle or theory which explains the authority of precedent but rather a number
of arguments which raise rebuttable presumptions in favour of precedent-
following. This book examines the force and the limitations of these arguments
and shows that although the principal requirement of the doctrine of precedent is
that courts respect earlier judicial decisions on materially identical facts, the
doctrine also requires courts to depart from such decisions when following them
would perpetuate legal error or injustice. Not only do judicial precedents not
'bind' judges in the classical-positivist sense, but, were they to do so, they would
be ill suited to common-law decision-making. Combining historical inquiry and
philosophical analysis, this book will assist anyone seeking to understand how
precedent operates as a common-law doctrine.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...For the American reader concerned with precedent in constitutional law, there is much food for thought..."
--Matthew J. Franck, Radford University; Visiting Fellow, Princeton University, The Law and Politics
Book Review

About the Author
Neil Duxbury is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

The book The Nature and Authority of Precedent can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Nature and Authority of Precedent?
Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Nature and Authority of
Precedent has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Anne Bonk:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Nature and Authority of Precedent, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Clarence Kissel:

The Nature and Authority of Precedent can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Nature and Authority of
Precedent however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
new stage of crucial pondering.



Tessa Krieger:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Nature and Authority of Precedent as
well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Nature and Authority of Precedent to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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