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At once daring and authoritative, this book offers a profusely illustrated history
of sexual politics in ancient Athens.

The phallus was pictured everywhere in ancient Athens: painted on vases,
sculpted in marble, held aloft in gigantic form in public processions, and shown
in stage comedies. This obsession with the phallus dominated almost every
aspect of public life, influencing law, myth, and customs, affecting family life,
the status of women, even foreign policy.

This is the first book to draw together all the elements that made up the "reign of
the phallus"—men's blatant claim to general dominance, the myths of rape and
conquest of women, and the reduction of sex to a game of dominance and
submission, both of women by men and of men by men.

In her elegant and lucid text Eva Keuls not only examines the ideology and
practices that underlay the reign of the phallus, but also uncovers an intense
counter-movement—the earliest expressions of feminism and antimilitarism.

Complementing the text are 345 reproductions of Athenian vase paintings. Some
have been reproduced in a larger format and gathered in an appendix for easy
reference and closer study. These revealing illustrations are a vivid
demonstration that classical Athens was more sexually polarized and repressive
of women than any other culture in Western history.
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At once daring and authoritative, this book offers a profusely illustrated history of sexual politics in ancient
Athens.

The phallus was pictured everywhere in ancient Athens: painted on vases, sculpted in marble, held aloft in
gigantic form in public processions, and shown in stage comedies. This obsession with the phallus dominated
almost every aspect of public life, influencing law, myth, and customs, affecting family life, the status of
women, even foreign policy.

This is the first book to draw together all the elements that made up the "reign of the phallus"—men's blatant
claim to general dominance, the myths of rape and conquest of women, and the reduction of sex to a game of
dominance and submission, both of women by men and of men by men.

In her elegant and lucid text Eva Keuls not only examines the ideology and practices that underlay the reign
of the phallus, but also uncovers an intense counter-movement—the earliest expressions of feminism and
antimilitarism.

Complementing the text are 345 reproductions of Athenian vase paintings. Some have been reproduced in a
larger format and gathered in an appendix for easy reference and closer study. These revealing illustrations
are a vivid demonstration that classical Athens was more sexually polarized and repressive of women than
any other culture in Western history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This book is well written and intended for a wide audience; both the professional scholar and the general
reader will find it provocative and diverting."--Sarah B. Pomeroy, "Classical World

About the Author

Eva C. Keuls is Classics Professor at the University of Minnesota, the author of many scholarly articles, and
a recognized authority on both Greek literature and vase painting. She is a fellow of the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in
Ancient Athens. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
read.

Pedro Dillon:

The book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Reign of
the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.

Callie Allen:

The actual book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient



Athens is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Stanley Cooper:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual
Politics in Ancient Athens or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Reign of the Phallus: Sexual Politics in Ancient Athens to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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