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Painstakingly honest, this chilling memoir reveals how ateenager became
immersed in the bizarre life of legendary porn star John Holmes. Starting with a
childhood that molded her perfectly to fall for the seduction of “the king of
porn,” this autobiography recounts the perilous road that Dawn Schiller
traveled—from drugs and addiction to beatings, arrests, forced prostitution, and
being sold to the drug underworld. After living through the horrific Wonderland
murders of 1981, she entered protective custody, ran from the FBI, and turned in
John Holmes to the police. Thisisthe true story of ayoung girl’s harrowing
escape from one of the most infamous public figures, her struggle to survive, and
her recovery from unthinkable abuse.
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Painstakingly honest, this chilling memoir reveals how ateenager became immersed in the bizarre life of
legendary porn star John Holmes. Starting with a childhood that molded her perfectly to fall for the seduction
of “the king of porn,” this autobiography recounts the perilous road that Dawn Schiller traveled—from drugs
and addiction to beatings, arrests, forced prostitution, and being sold to the drug underworld. After living
through the horrific Wonderland murders of 1981, she entered protective custody, ran from the FBI, and
turned in John Holmes to the police. Thisisthe true story of ayoung girl’s harrowing escape from one of the
most infamous public figures, her struggle to survive, and her recovery from unthinkable abuse.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The 2003 movie Wonderland vivified Schiller's teenage experience under the thrall of a drug-addled porn
gtar in L.A. in the late 1970s, while this long docudrama expands on that raw erato include her peripatetic,
dysfunctional upbringing and aftermath as a survivor. The daughter of a Vietnam vet and a German woman
he met and married overseas, Schiller spent her early years moving around to accommaodate her father's
military career, especially between New Jersey and the suburbs of Miami. After afree-whedling road trip,
the family ended up in Glendale, Calif., where Schiller met John Holmes, the charismatic 32-year-old
married manager of an apartment complex they happened to crash in. Holmes clearly took on afatherly role
to young Schiller, whose own father left her to her own devices, including feeding herself. She was 15, and
he had athriving secret career as a porn star. She eventually moved in with Holmes and his sympathetic
wife, Sharon, though drugs soon changed the dynamic to erratic behavior: Holmes beat and prostituted
Schiller before she fled, and he became entangled in the so-called Wonderland murders of 1981. Thisisthe
grim, interminable plight of a"throwaway" teen with nowhere else to go, a cautionary tale in workmanlike
prose.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Curiously enough for abook concerned with notorious pornographic film star John Holmes, thereis very
little emphasis on sex here. Instead, Schiller, who met Holmesin 1976 when she was just 15, details their
five-year love affair, the stability he provided in the wake of her troubled childhood, and the deterioration of
their relationship after Homes became addicted to cocaine and was ultimately arrested. While in the grip of
drug-fueled paranoia, he would beat her while also forcing her to prostitute herself for money to feed his
habit. Her vulnerability is revealed by the fact that she spends as much time describing the way he casually
destroyed her beloved Christmas gifts as she does the degradations he forced her to undergo. The most
fascinating person in the book is Holmes' wife, Sharon, a dedicated nurse who claims she was ignorant of
Holmes and Schiller's relationship; indeed, she became more of a mother to Dawn than her own mother ever
was. Dawn's story is so volatile and dysfunctional that even her labored prose can't mask the drama of lives
spinning out of control. --Joanne Wilkinson

Review

"Curiously enough for abook concerned with notorious pornographic film star John Holmes, there is very
little emphasis on sex here. Instead, Schiller, who met Holmesin 1976 when she was just 15, details their
five-year love affair, the stability he provided in the wake of her troubled childhood, and the deterioration of
their relationship after Holmes became addicted to cocaine and was ultimately arrested." —Booklist

"The emotions are strong throughout this well-written book and lead the reader into aworld few travel and
survive. | was unable to put the book down!" —Susan Murphy Milano, violence expert and author, Time's
Up: A Guide on How to Leave and Survive Abuse and Salking Relationships

"Dawn Schiller manages to write so beautifully about something so shatteringly repulsive." —National
Center for Victims of Crime


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

"Gritty and starkly honest." —Mike Sager, writer at large, Esquire; author, Scary Monsters and Super
Freaks

"Dawn Schiller's courageous and intimately detailed memoir has given us arare backstage glimpse at the
tragic life of one man whom the porn industry used to sustain its myth-making machinery—and the havoc he
wreaked in the life of avulnerable young woman." —Dr. Jackson Katz, author, The Macho Paradox: Why
Some Men Hurt Women and How All Men Can Help

"The most mesmerizing memoir since Jeannette Walls' The Glass Castle." —AOL News

"[Schiller's] unflinching prose makes a gruesome story that much more compelling.” —Los Angeles
Magazine

"Schiller'swriting is gripping, and the reader gets sucked in to this twisted tale. The story is so shocking it's
hard to believe that she lived through these terrifying events. This book is hard to put down and definitely
provokes the reader to want to continue to see what happens next." —Nicole Will, Portland Book Review
(March 2011)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Davis:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline The
Road Through Wonderland: Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear Anniversary) suitable to you? Often the book
was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Road Through Wonderland:
Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear Anniversary)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book wasinspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you alots of information about
thisworld now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Sarah Alexander:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyonein thisworld can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them isthis The Road Through Wonderland: Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear Anniversary).



Raymond Phillips:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Road Through Wonderland:
Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear Anniversary) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for
the geeky man but for al of you who wants to be success person. So , for al you who want to start studying
as your good habit, you could pick The Road Through Wonderland: Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear
Anniversary) become your own personal starter.

Gerald Morin:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Road Through Wonderland:
Surviving John Holmes (5 Y ear Anniversary) is simpleto create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are alot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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