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Drawing on the diaries of one woman in eighteenth-century Maine, this intimate
history illuminates the medical practices, household economies, religious
rivalries, and sexual mores of the New England frontier.

Between 1785 and 1812 a midwife and healer named Martha Ballard kept a diary
that recorded her arduous work (in 27 years she attended 816 births) as well as
her domestic life in Hallowell, Maine. On the basis of that diary, Laurel Thatcher
Ulrich gives us an intimate and densely imagined portrait, not only of the
industrious and reticent Martha Ballard but of her society. At once lively and
impeccably scholarly, A Midwife's Tale is a triumph of history on a human scale.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The diary of a midwife and herbalist reveals the prevalence of violence, crime and premarital sex in rural
18th-century New England. "Fleshing out this midwife's bare entries with interpretive essays . . . Ulrich
marvelously illuminates women's status, the history of medicine and daily life in the early Republic," said
PW . Illustrated.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book is a model of social history at its best. An exegesis of Ballard's diary, it recounts the life and times
of this obscure Maine housewife and midwife. Using passages from the diary as a starting point for each
chapter division, Ulrich, a professor at the University of New Hampshire, demonstrates how the seemingly
trivial details of Ballard's daily life reflect and relate to prominent themes in the history of the early republic:
the role of women in the economic life of the community, the nature of marriage and sexual relations, the
scope of medical knowledge and practice. Speculating on why Ballard kept the diary as well as why her
family saved it, Ulrich highlights the document's usefulness for historians.
- Marie Marmo Mullaney, Caldwell Coll., N.J.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"A truly talented historian unravels the fascinating life of a community that is so foreign, and yet so similar
to our own." --The New York Times Book Review

"Expertly executed and endlessly interesting. An offbeat gem of scholarship." --Washington Post Book
World

"A marvelously nuanced, subtle, and unillusioned portrayal of one woman's life in early America. It has the
makings of a classic." --Stephen Innes, University of Virginia

"It takes a historian of extraordinary persistence, skill, and empathy to recognized [Martha Ballard's] diary as
something of a buried treasure and to painstakingly unearth its gems. . . . Ulrich has recognized Ballard's
great spirit, and has given to us the gift of a life worth knowing." --Philadelphia Inquirer

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called A Midwife's Tale:
The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?



Shirley Dildy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated the item for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase
then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give
you this kind of A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812 book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Burke:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list will be A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary,
1785-1812. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Charles Steen:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known
as of book A Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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