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If there's anything I'll argue about, I'll either bet on it or shut up. And since it's
not becoming for a cowboy to be arguing, I've made a few wagers in my day. But
in my humble opinion, I'm no hustler. You see, neighbor, I never go looking for a
sucker. I look for a champion and make a sucker out of him."

Amarillo Slim might be the greatest gambler who ever lived, but it's his down-
home charm and folksy storytelling that have made him an American idol and
media darling. Slim is a legend, as American as Paul Bunyan, Jesse James, and
P.T. Barnum. In Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People, T.A. "Amarillo
Slim" Preston will tell the tall tales of his fascinating life. Slim will describe
some of his greatest gambling exploits -- from winning the World Series of Poker
to creating extraordinary proposition bets to running the biggest black market in
Europe during the war while giving pool exhibitions (read: hustling) on military
bases for Uncle Sam. Among others, Slim beat Willie Nelson for $300,000
playing dominoes; Larry Flynt for $2 million playing poker. He has played poker
with presidents Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon, and drug lords Pablo
Escobar and Jimmy Chagra. He was also one of the pioneers of Las Vegas. Plain
and simple, Amarillo Slim is America's greatest gambler of all time.
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If there's anything I'll argue about, I'll either bet on it or shut up. And since it's not becoming for a cowboy to
be arguing, I've made a few wagers in my day. But in my humble opinion, I'm no hustler. You see, neighbor,
I never go looking for a sucker. I look for a champion and make a sucker out of him."

Amarillo Slim might be the greatest gambler who ever lived, but it's his down-home charm and folksy
storytelling that have made him an American idol and media darling. Slim is a legend, as American as Paul
Bunyan, Jesse James, and P.T. Barnum. In Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People, T.A. "Amarillo
Slim" Preston will tell the tall tales of his fascinating life. Slim will describe some of his greatest gambling
exploits -- from winning the World Series of Poker to creating extraordinary proposition bets to running the
biggest black market in Europe during the war while giving pool exhibitions (read: hustling) on military
bases for Uncle Sam. Among others, Slim beat Willie Nelson for $300,000 playing dominoes; Larry Flynt
for $2 million playing poker. He has played poker with presidents Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon, and
drug lords Pablo Escobar and Jimmy Chagra. He was also one of the pioneers of Las Vegas. Plain and
simple, Amarillo Slim is America's greatest gambler of all time.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Legendary gambler Amarillo Slim Preston, who captured the World Series of Poker in 1972 and has
legitimately snookered more money out of more people than most of us make in a lifetime, steers clear of
elaborating on the particulars of such games as Texas Hold 'Em in this off-the-cuff, even flighty tour through
his often literally death-defying adventures. Since he's played with the likes of Evel Knievel, Willie Nelson
and Minnesota Fats, it is a smooth narrative decision on Preston's part to devote his folksy charm to
describing the various characters he has encountered, not the mechanics of how he always beat them (his
first rule for poker success is "Play the players more than you play the cards"). He was eventually able to
make a career out of gambling, sending his three children to college and leading a comfortable life on his
winnings (perhaps the most revealing episode arrives late in the memoir when the nationally known gambler
who charmed the now- deceased drug lord Pablo Escobar talks about his joy in coaching his children's Little
League team). Like all natural-born sharps, though, Preston knows the virtue of keeping his cards close to his
chest, which is a fine strategy at the poker table, but a poor narrative one. Passing phrases such as "I got into
some tax trouble" are left curiously unexplained while the author's more self-aggrandizing adventures garner
elaborate attention. But when an author has won $2 million from Larry Flynt, and tells the story of it so
good-naturedly, readers will pardon the selective nature of his reminiscences.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Pool hustler, sports bookie, and card player Amarillo Slim is a champion of the World Series of Poker, which
he also helped create. But he's probably best known for the many outrageous "proposition" bets he's won--
including playing one-pocket pool with Minnesota Fats using a broom handle, golf with Evel Knievel using a
carpenter's hammer, and ping-pong with Bobby Riggs using an iron skillet. Although this autobiography is a
bit heavy on the braggadocio, Slim and coauthor Dinkin provide a stacked deck of amusing anecdotes
guaranteed to bring a smile to the toughest poker face. As readers follow Slim from his school days in
Arkansas and Texas all the way up to a near-fatal fall he took in the Idaho backcountry last year at age 74,
they'll pick up a gambling education as well, learning how to hustle the suckers by guessing which sugar
cube a fly will land on, or by hitting a golf ball a mile. Frank Sennett
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Thomas Austin "Amarillo Slim" Preston has won the World Series of Poker and is the author of Amarillo
Slim in a World Full of Fat People. Married, with three children and seven grandbabies, he lives in Amarillo,
Texas, of course.

Greg Dinkin is a columnist for Card Player Magazine and is the author of The Finance Doctor and The
Poker MBA (Crown Business).

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jeffrey Nathanson:

This Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The Memoirs of the Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The Memoirs of the
Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Candice Foushee:

The book untitled Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The Memoirs of the Greatest Gambler Who
Ever Lived contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Lynette Cavanaugh:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The Memoirs of the
Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The Memoirs of the Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived.

Denise Adams:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People:
The Memoirs of the Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived or maybe others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication
was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Amarillo Slim in a World Full of Fat People: The
Memoirs of the Greatest Gambler Who Ever Lived to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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