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Throughout a long and spectacularly successful political life, the Emperor
Augustus (63BC-AD14) was a master of spin.  Barbara Levick exposes the
techniques which he used to disguise the ruthlessness of his rise to power and to
enhance his successes once power was achieved.

There was, she argues, less difference than might appear between the ambitious
youth who overthrew Anthony and Cleopatra and the admired Emperor of later
years.  However seemingly benevolent his autocracy and substantial his
achievements, Augustus’ overriding purpose was always to keep himself and his
dynasty in power.  Similar techniques were practised against surviving and fresh
opponents, but with increasing skill and duplicity, and in the end the exhausted
members of the political classes were content to accept their new ruler.  This
book charts the stages of Augustus’ rise, the evolution of his power and his
methods of sustaining it, and finally the ways in which he used artists and literary
men to glorify his image for his own time and times to come. 

This fascinating story of the realities of power in ancient Rome has inescapable
contemporary resonance and will appeal equally to students of the Ancient World
and to the general reader.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Throughout a long and spectacularly successful political life, the Emperor Augustus (63BC-AD14) was a
master of spin.  Barbara Levick exposes the techniques which he used to disguise the ruthlessness of his rise
to power and to enhance his successes once power was achieved.

 

There was, she argues, less difference than might appear between the ambitious youth who overthrew
Anthony and Cleopatra and the admired Emperor of later years.  However seemingly benevolent his
autocracy and substantial his achievements, Augustus’ overriding purpose was always to keep himself and
his dynasty in power.  Similar techniques were practised against surviving and fresh opponents, but with
increasing skill and duplicity, and in the end the exhausted members of the political classes were content to
accept their new ruler.  This book charts the stages of Augustus’ rise, the evolution of his power and his
methods of sustaining it, and finally the ways in which he used artists and literary men to glorify his image
for his own time and times to come.

 

This fascinating story of the realities of power in ancient Rome has inescapable contemporary resonance and
will appeal equally to students of the Ancient World and to the general reader.

 

Barbara Levick is Emeritus Fellow and Tutor in Literae Humaniores at St. Hilda’s College, Oxford and the
author of numerous works on the history of Ancient Rome.

 

About the Author

Barbara Levick is Fellow and Tutor Emeritus, St. Hilda’s College, Oxford. She has published extensively on
Roman history, with titles including Tiberius the Politician (Routledge, 1999), Vespasian (Routledge, 1999),
Claudius (Routledge, 2001) The Government of the Roman Empire, second edition (Routledge, 2001)
and Julia Domna: Syrian Empress (Routledge, 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Cobb:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's



why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Augustus: Image and Substance
book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Virginia Gauvin:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Augustus: Image and Substance is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Jamie Leal:

This Augustus: Image and Substance are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Augustus: Image and Substance can be one of the great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Augustus: Image and
Substance giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Kathe Waller:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Augustus: Image and Substance the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The
Augustus: Image and Substance giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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