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Nicholas Rescher's book Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism is a
detailed exposition of axiogenerts: the philosophical theory seeking to explain the
world's facts on the basis of evaluative considerations. In classical antiquity, this
theory was espoused by Plato (in the Timaeus) and neo-Platonic tradition; in
early modern times, it was revived by Leibniz and continued to find favor in the
development of rational mechanics from Maupertuis to William Hamilton.

However, since then the principles behind axiogenesis and similar theories have
fallen out of fashion. This book is therefore unique in that it argues in detail that
this metaphysical approach still has traction and endeavors to formulate the
theory in a manner that makes it available as a live option for contemporary
thinkers. Advanced students of philosophy and professionals in this field, as well
as anyone interested in the issue of speculative metaphysics, will find Rescher's
contemporary refashioning of axiogenesis a distinctly compelling read.
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Nicholas Rescher's book Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism is a detailed exposition of
axiogenerts: the philosophical theory seeking to explain the world's facts on the basis of evaluative
considerations. In classical antiquity, this theory was espoused by Plato (in the Timaeus) and neo-Platonic
tradition; in early modern times, it was revived by Leibniz and continued to find favor in the development of
rational mechanics from Maupertuis to William Hamilton.

However, since then the principles behind axiogenesis and similar theories have fallen out of fashion. This
book is therefore unique in that it argues in detail that this metaphysical approach still has traction and
endeavors to formulate the theory in a manner that makes it available as a live option for contemporary
thinkers. Advanced students of philosophy and professionals in this field, as well as anyone interested in the
issue of speculative metaphysics, will find Rescher's contemporary refashioning of axiogenesis a distinctly
compelling read.
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Editorial Review

Review
Could our universe exist just because that's best? Might alternatives be ruled out simply through being
inferior, so that a blank, for example, couldn't have been possible? Originated by Plato, the idea has been
historically influential. In this extremely important yet very readable book, a modern philosophical giant
shows that the universe could well exist for the reason Plato gave. (John Leslie, Fellow of the Royal Society
of Canada)

Many philosophers and theologians make grand metaphysical claims about creation, God, or the Good. But
rarely have I read a work that so powerfully defends the inevitability of 'ultimate questions' and the move
from there to 'ultimate answers.' Not all readers will endorse Rescher's 'value naturalism,' but the journey he
takes us on remains indispensable. (Philip Clayton, Ingraham Professor of Theology, Claremont School of
Theology, Author of In Quest of Freedom: The Emergence of Spirit in the Natural World)

Building creatively on Plato and Leibniz, Nicholas Rescher develops an original metaphysics of ultimate
explanation. He gives new life to the bold view that reality is as it is because that is for the best. This work
will benefit all inquirers into the ultimate explanation of why things are as they are rather than otherwise.
(Keith Moser)

Nicolas Rescher has made a noteworthy contribution to the Platonic-Leibnizian tradition of metaphysical
optimalism that may finally succeed in restoring this view to intellectual respectability....Rescher has
provided a rare example of how to keep discussions of ultimate questions, as he puts it, "on this side of
nonsense". Even those who are not convinced by his argument will be grateful for the opportunity it provides
to refine and advance their own views. And this is no small feat: Rescher's clear and cogent argumentation
shows that it is possible to make progress on questions that many professional philosophers have abandoned
as fruitless. (American Journal of Theology and Philosophy)

About the Author
Nicholas Rescher is distinguished university professor of philosophy at the University of Pittsburgh. In a
research career extending over six decades, he has published over three hundred articles and written over a
hundred philosophy texts, including A System of Pragmatic Idealism, The Limits of Science, Conditionals,
Philosophical Reasoning: A Study in the Methodology of Philosphizing, Enlightening Journey: The
Autobiography of an American Scholar, and Unknowability: An Inquiry Into the Limits of Knowledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Threatt:

The book Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Axiogenesis:
An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if



you like start and read a reserve Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Lisa Shumaker:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism book is readable
through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
associated with Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you still thinking Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism is not loveable
to be your top checklist reading book?

Teresa Dawkins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical
Optimalism or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Gerald Velasco:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical
Optimalism to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Axiogenesis: An Essay in Metaphysical Optimalism can to be
your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
the time.
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