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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various
states alter the Modern Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and
concerns. In Eastern Europe, the post-Communist countries are quickly adopting
new criminal codes to reflect their specific national concerns as they gain
autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities
among countries and states disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of
criminal law as a whole?

Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is
becoming increasingly localized, with every country and state adopting their own
conception of punishable behavior, determining their own definitions of offenses.
Yet by taking a step back from the details and linguistic variations of the criminal
codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among diverse systems of
criminal justice. Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that
emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and case law but in the underlying
debates that inform them.

Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape
and guide the controversies that inevitably break out in every system of criminal
justice. Devoting a chapter to each of these twelve concepts, Fletcher maps out
what he considers to be the deep structure of all systems of criminal law.
Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate the
universal fundamental ideas of criminal law, but will enable them to understand
the significance of local details and variations.

This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal justice will
provoke and inform students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as
well as lawyers seeking a better understanding of the law they practice.
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In the United States today criminal justice can vary from state to state, as various states alter the Modern
Penal Code to suit their own local preferences and concerns. In Eastern Europe, the post-Communist
countries are quickly adopting new criminal codes to reflect their specific national concerns as they gain
autonomy from what was once a centralized Soviet policy. As commonalities among countries and states
disintegrate, how are we to view the basic concepts of criminal law as a whole?

Eminent legal scholar George Fletcher acknowledges that criminal law is becoming increasingly localized,
with every country and state adopting their own conception of punishable behavior, determining their own
definitions of offenses. Yet by taking a step back from the details and linguistic variations of the criminal
codes, Fletcher is able to perceive an underlying unity among diverse systems of criminal justice.
Challenging common assumptions, he discovers a unity that emerges not on the surface of statutory rules and
case law but in the underlying debates that inform them.

Basic Concepts of Criminal Law identifies a set of twelve distinctions that shape and guide the controversies
that inevitably break out in every system of criminal justice. Devoting a chapter to each of these twelve
concepts, Fletcher maps out what he considers to be the deep structure of all systems of criminal law.
Understanding these distinctions will not only enable students to appreciate the universal fundamental ideas
of criminal law, but will enable them to understand the significance of local details and variations.

This accessible illustration of the unity of diverse systems of criminal justice will provoke and inform
students and scholars of law and the philosophy of law, as well as lawyers seeking a better understanding of
the law they practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a concise, fair-minded, and remarkably clear synthesis of virtually all of the major debates in
contemporary criminal law theory...Fletcher...works masterfully, in order to test the specifically universal
and timeless claims of his theory...the readers cannot help but be impressed by what Fletcher has
achieved...his dichotomy theory is rich enough to provide the tools for analyzing many of the examined
anomalies."--Michigan Law Review

About the Author
George P. Fletcher is at Columbia University Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tara Thornton:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Basic Concepts of Criminal Law. You can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Basic Concepts
of Criminal Law. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored
to go to the library. Let's study.

Jewel Tarr:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Basic Concepts of Criminal Law.

David Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Basic Concepts of Criminal Law, you
could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?



Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Dale Randolph:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Basic
Concepts of Criminal Law.
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