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This handbook is the perfect reference for beginning creative writers. It offers
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emphasizing problem-solving and the mastery of literary conventions, this
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
Combining theory, practical advice, and examples in each chapter, this introduction to creative writing not
only explores the elements of effective writing that are applicable to ALL genres, but considers the creative
writing enterprise and the necessary "writerly attitude."

From the Back Cover

Pearson Education is dedicated to being a socially responsible company that has a positive impact on
society–both in this country and throughout the world. Here are some ways Pearson Education is making a
difference:
our community
• We offer a paid summer internship
program that gives students an insider’s
view of the publishing process. We also
invite college graduates who are
passionate about education to begin
their careers with us in any of our
locations around the world.
• The Pearson Choices program allows
faculty and students to choose from a
range of texts and media formats that
meet their teaching, learning, and
budget needs.
• The Pearson Student Advisory Board
brings college students together with
the company’s leadership working to
shape our publishing future.
our people
• We were named one of the “2008
World’s Most Ethical Companies” by
Ethisphere magazine, one of the “Top
100 Companies for Working Mothers”
by Working Mother magazine, and a
media sector global leader in the Dow
Jones Sustainability Index.
• We offer a 100% tuition reimbursement
plan for employees seeking an
advanced degree in any job-related
educational program; we also offer
numerous professional development
opportunities for employees to
develop their skills.
• Volunteers from Pearson companies
across the U.S., Africa, and Latin



America participate in Jumpstart’s Read
for the Record annual campaign to
bring attention to the importance of
early education.
our environment
• We were the first global
publishing company to publicly
disclose our policy with regard
to the environmental characteristics
of the paper we purchase.
• We expect to be a climate-neutral
company by the end of 2009.
Our current reuse/recycle rate
for unsold books is 99%.
• We’re investing in ways to deliver
our content digitally to students
and instructors to reduce costs
and environmental impact
 

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

In this edition we have given more attention to the interrelationships among genres. Though techniques of
character development or dialogue may appear irrelevant to writing poetry or nonfiction, they are not. Nor
are the techniques of sound patterns beside the point when one comes to write a play or a story. As we tell
students in our workshops, what makes writing both fascinating and difficult is the fact that everything
counts.

Almost everywhere, we have added and replaced examples, expanded sections, deleted some material and
added other material. We have tried to make the book more readable, and we have added tools like the "scam
sheet" and "Proofreading Check List" in Chapter 16. Chapter 2 has new material on the journal as a literary
form. Chapter 4 includes an enhanced discussion of style. Chapter 5 attends more fully to electronic research.
We have added new stories to Chapter 12 as well as a creative nonfiction essay that is not a memoir. In
Chapter 15, two ten-minute plays have replaced Trifles because we felt shorter plays would be more helpful
models for beginning writers. We have deleted and added exercises. In short, we have tried to do what a
revision ought to do.

If you are coming to The Creative Writer's Handbook for the first time, you may be overwhelmed by both
the amount of detail and the number of questions we ask you to consider as well as the sizeable number of
exercises. Don't be. Our idea was to provide you with a smorgasbord from which to choose what tempts your
palate.

We wish to thank the following reviewers for their valuable contribution: Joan Connor, Ohis University, and
Juliet W. Kincaid, Johnson County Community College.

We want to stress again that this book is about useful techniques for the beginner. No book teaches; practice
does.

Finally, we want to thank those students, colleagues, and friends who have helped us to improve the work.
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