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An integrative introduction to the theories and themes in research on creativity,
this book is both a reference work and text for courses in this burgeoning area of
research. The book begins with a discussion of the theories of creativity (Person,
Product, Process, Place), the general question of whether creativity is influenced
by nature or nurture, what research has indicated of the personality and style of
creative individuals from a personality analysis standpoint, how social context
affects creativity, and then coverage of issues like gender differences, whether
creativity can be enhanced, if creativity is related to poor mental or physical
health, etc.

The book contains boxes covering special interest items including one page
biographies of famous creative individuals and activities for a group or individual
to test and/or encourage creativity, as well as references to internet sites relating
to creativity.

Breaks down the major theories about creativity but doesn't restrict to a singular●

perspective
Includes extensive citations of existing literature●

Textbook features included (i.e., key terms defined)●
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Editorial Review

Review
"Mark A. Runco's excellent book Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice
may be one way to bring creativity back into relevance in psychology. This remarkable book clearly sets the
stage for those involved in creativity research, for those wanting to get into this interesting and complex area,
or simply for those who want an up-to-date volume on the field from one of the leading researchers in the
area."
--PsycCritiques (Oct 10, 2007, Vol 52, Release 41, Article 8)

From the Back Cover
Each of the major theoretical perspectives (behavioral, clinical, cognitive, developmental, economic,
educational, evolutionary, historical, social, organizational) on creativity is reviewed in this volume. The
more important key topics and issues, including those concerning age, sex, and cultural differences, and
those dealing with the mad genius and health issues, are also covered. One chapter focuses on enhancement
issues, and the last chapter defines creativity and explores how creativity is related to, but distinct from, other
important human capacities and behaviors, including invention, innovation, imagination, and adaptability.

This is primarily a textbook. It may, however, also be useful to researchers and practitioners, given the
emphasis on scholarly, scientific, and objective research and the theories that are constructed from it. All of
the important scholarship on creativity is covered in this volume.

About the Author
Mark Runco has studied creativity and innovation for 35 years. He holds a PhD in Cognitive Psychology and
is Professor at the University of Georgia, as well as Distinguished Research Fellow at the American Institute
for Behavioral Research and Technology. His PhD is in Cognitive Psychology from the Claremont Graduate
School. He also earned his MA and his BA from Claremont. He is founding Editor of the Creativity
Research Journal and is on the Editorial Board of Creativity and Innovation Management, the Journal of
Creative Behavior and various other academic journals. He is co-editor of the Encyclopedia of Creativity
(1999, 2011) and in 2015 he collaborated with the International Center for Studies in Creativity to introduce
two new academic journals, Business Creativity and the Creative Economy and the Journal of Genius and
Eminence.

Dr. Runco was Adjunct Professor at the Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration and
the Torrance Professor and Director of the Torrance Creativity Center at UGA. He is Past President of the
American Psychological Association’s Division 10.

Dr. Runco has published over 200 articles, chapters, and books on creativity and innovation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Deloris Wagner:

Here thing why this Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development,
and Practice giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is
no guide that similar with Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice in e-book can be your option.

Lupe Ware:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Creativity:
Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research,
Development, and Practiceis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can
see the represented of the world with this book.

Kim Phillips:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Creativity: Theories and Themes: Research,
Development, and Practice. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing
to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Bryan Lopez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social like newspaper,
magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your knowledge by
that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Creativity:
Theories and Themes: Research, Development, and Practice when you needed it?
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