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The fundamental contrast between convergent and divergent tendencies in the
development of Balkan cultural identity can be seen as an important
determinative both in the contradictory self-images of peoplein the Balkans and
in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers,
past and present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines
of research as linguistics, anthropology, political, literary and cultural history,
each presenting insightful analyses of micro- as well as macro-level aspects of
identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides aforum
for the elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which
continues to characterize the cultural situation in the Balkans and which,
moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent political
developments. As such, it al'so provides awindow into the actual state of
scholarly interest in the rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.

This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference
«Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence»,
organized by the Center for Southeast European Studies at Ghent University on
12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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the Balkans and in the often biased perceptions of Balkan societies held by external observers, past and
present. In bringing together case studies from such heterogeneous lines of research aslinguistics,
anthropology, political, literary and cultural history, each presenting insightful analyses of micro- aswell as
macro-level aspects of identity construction in the Balkans, this collection of essays provides aforum for the
elucidation and critical evaluation of an intriguing paradox which continues to characterize the cultural
situation in the Balkans and which, moreover, is of undeniable relevance for our understanding of recent
political developments. As such, it aso provides awindow into the actual state of scholarly interest in the
rich interdisciplinary field of Balkan studies.

This book contains a selection of papers presented at the international conference «Developing Cultural
Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence», organized by the Center for Southeast European
Studies at Ghent University on 12 and 13 December 2003 in Ghent.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The Editors: Raymond Detrez is professor of East European history and director of the Centre for Southeast
European Studies at Ghent University. He is the author of several specialized works on nationalism and
ethnic conflict in the Balkans, and on Bulgarian history and culture.

Pieter Plas holds a Ph.D. in East European languages and cultures from Ghent University, where heis
currently affiliated with the Centre for Southeast European Studies. His main academic interests are in Slavic
folklore, anthropology and ethnolinguistics, with emphasis on the Balkan Slavs.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Noel Klein:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans:
Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes).

Theresa Frost:

The fedling that you get from Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence
(Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within
the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple
Europes) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Developing
Cultural Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) instantly.

Selma Lang:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particul ar
reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write



about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
isthis Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans: Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle/ Multiple
Europes).

TaraReynolds:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans:
Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe plurielle / Multiple Europes) can give you alot of buddies because by
you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that
might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So, why
hesitate? L et us have Developing Cultural Identity in the Balkans. Convergence vs. Divergence (Europe
plurielle/ Multiple Europes).
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