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Now in its Fourth Edition, Fundamentals of Building Construction is an essential
textbook that has been used by thou-sands of students annually in schools of
architecture, engineering, and construction technology. The best-selling reference
focuses on the basic materials and methods used in building construction.
Emphasizing common construction systems such as light wood frames, masonry
bearing walls, steel frames, and reinforced concrete, the new edition includes
new coverage of green design and energy-efficient construction energies, and is
based on the International Building Code(r).
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
The new, updated edition of the leading book on building construction

This new edition of the bestselling reference, Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and
Methods provides the complete, up-to-date coverage of building construction practices that thousands of
professionals and students of architecture, engineering, and construction technology have been relying on for
years. Using the new International Building Code® as its basis, this classic guidebook covers the complete
range of construction activities, from excavating and foundations to cladding and interior finishes. It’s
organized around a detailed treatment of the structural systems most widely used in North America: heavy
timber, wood light frame, masonry, steel, light gauge steel, and reinforced and precast concrete.

New features of this Fourth Edition include:

Detailed consideration throughout the book of issues of sustainability and "green" building●

A set of illustrated essays, "From Concept to Reality," that demonstrate how technical decisions are made●

in real-world building projects
References to key Web sites for the latest construction information●

Dozens of new photorealistic drawings, photographs, and drawings●

A companion Web site that includes learning resources complementing the book●

Fundamentals of Building Construction, Fourth Edition makes available to students and professionals an
array of construction information that is unprecedented in scope and quality.

About the Author
EDWARD ALLEN has taught for more than thirty years as a faculty member at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology and Yale University, and as an invited guest at institutions in the U.S., South America,
Europe, and Asia. He is a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects. He has designed more than fifty
constructed buildings and is the bestselling author of The Architect’s Studio Companion, Architectural
Detailing, Fundamentals of Residential Construction, and Shaping Structures: Statics, all published by
Wiley.

JOSEPH IANO has been Edward Allen’s illustrator, collaborator, and coauthor for more than twenty years.
He is a registered architect whose experience includes professional practice, teaching design and technology
in numerous schools of architecture, and work in the construction trades. Currently he heads a Seattle firm
that provides technical consulting to architects and others in the design and construction industry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,



like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and
Methods. Try to face the book Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and Methods as your
friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Melissa Jackson:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and
Methods. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important a new book Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and Methods. You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Eugene Williams:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and
Methods was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The guide Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and Methods is
not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book
Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials and Methods. You never truly feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Naomi Dillon:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Fundamentals of Building Construction: Materials
and Methods was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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