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This reference guide to African history provides substantive entries on 36
watershed events that shaped the history of the continent from the prehistoric past
to the dawn of the 21st century. Noted African scholar Toyin Falola clearly and
articulately chronicles the growth and change of the continent from the
agricultural revolution through colonial rule to African independence and the end
of apartheid, examining the powerful moments at which Africa became drawn
into the global world. Each entry appears in chronological order and consists of a
comprehensive essay on the event, its historical, social, and geographic context,
and its long-term significance. Many illustrations and maps provide valuable
visual tools for the reader. Each entry concludes with suggestions for further
reading. A narrative introduction to the history of the continent and a timeline of
events place the events in historical and global context.

Based on the latest scholarship, this reference work analyzes the major events in
African history and their ramifications, and draws connections between the past
and the present. Key themes recur throughout: the development of diverse
African cultures, Arab and European incursions and influence, and the efforts of
African peoples to gain independence in the 20th century. Among the events
recounted are the Iron Age, the rise of the Kush, the spread of Islam, the 19th-
century outbreak of Islamic Jihad, the Atlantic slave trade, European conquest
and the African response, Pan-Africanism, the women's decade of 1965-1975,
and environmental and political challenges of the last years of the 20th century.
Well written and objective, this work is an essential reference tool for students
and an excellent complement to the study of African history.
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This reference guide to African history provides substantive entries on 36 watershed events that shaped the
history of the continent from the prehistoric past to the dawn of the 21st century. Noted African scholar
Toyin Falola clearly and articulately chronicles the growth and change of the continent from the agricultural
revolution through colonial rule to African independence and the end of apartheid, examining the powerful
moments at which Africa became drawn into the global world. Each entry appears in chronological order and
consists of a comprehensive essay on the event, its historical, social, and geographic context, and its long-
term significance. Many illustrations and maps provide valuable visual tools for the reader. Each entry
concludes with suggestions for further reading. A narrative introduction to the history of the continent and a
timeline of events place the events in historical and global context.

Based on the latest scholarship, this reference work analyzes the major events in African history and their
ramifications, and draws connections between the past and the present. Key themes recur throughout: the
development of diverse African cultures, Arab and European incursions and influence, and the efforts of
African peoples to gain independence in the 20th century. Among the events recounted are the Iron Age, the
rise of the Kush, the spread of Islam, the 19th-century outbreak of Islamic Jihad, the Atlantic slave trade,
European conquest and the African response, Pan-Africanism, the women's decade of 1965-1975, and
environmental and political challenges of the last years of the 20th century. Well written and objective, this
work is an essential reference tool for students and an excellent complement to the study of African history.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Distinguished scholar and Africanist Falola surveys the complicated history of the African continent by
focusing on 36 pivotal events that either caused or led to significant changes and developments in African
social, political, and cultural life from around 40,000 B.C.E. to the collapse of apartheid in the 1990s.
Included are such diverse topics as the growth of the ironworks, the spread of Islam and Christianity, the
founding of Liberia, military coups, and refugee problems in the 1980s and 1990s. As the author indicates in
his preface, this volume is meant to be used together with a text on African history and is intended for high-
school and college students.

Following a detailed time line of historical events, each topic is highlighted in an individual chapter
including cross-references, historical and political maps, illustrations, a notes section, and a suggested list for
further reading that provides many recent references by international scholars. The chapters are in
chronological sequence and divided into ancient and precolonial, nineteenth-century, and twentieth-century
periods, and the index is well arranged. Only a cursory mention is made of the AIDS epidemic, which now
accounts for more than 70 percent of the number of worldwide cases. Perhaps the impact of this disease can
be the subject of a chapter in an updated edition.

In his overview, the author comments about the paucity of interest in African history that existed as recently
as 100 years ago, with the resulting lack of historiography. Much research is now being published by both
non-African and indigenous scholars; one advantage of this volume for the student is that it spans such a
broad time frame, where other references, such as Vogel's Encyclopedia of Precolonial Africa (AltaMira,
1997) or Oliver and Atmore's Medieval Africa, 1250-1800 (Cambridge, 2001), address a specific time period
or a single subject area, although in greater detail. High-school and college libraries will find this book a
valuable addition to their collections. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"High-school and college libraries will find this book a valuable addition to their collections."-
Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin

"Falola has made a valuable contribution to educate the lay reader by compiling a book that surveys the
history of Africa from its prehistoric past to the end of the twentieth century....recommended."-MultiCultural
Review

"Targeted at high school and college libraries for students taking survey courses in African history, this is an
intriguing book....useful for its intended audience....Recommended. General and undergraduate libraries."-
Choice

"A compact overview and summary of events that shaped the history of the African continent....This survey
will prove useful as a reference source for advanced students. It should also find a home in circulating
collections.."-School Library Journal

.,."contains information about 36 important events in African history....This book draws upon the many
changes in the African continent from governments to the environment and describes the connections

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


between past and present African history. This is a valuable resource for updating the school library's Africa
resources. Recommended."-Library Media Connection

About the Author

TOYIN FALOLA is the Frances Higginbothom Nalle Centennial Professor in History at the University of
Texas, Austin. A distinguished Africanist, Falola serves on the editorial board of many journals, co-edits the
Journal of African Economic History, and serves as the series editor of the University of Rochester's Studies
in African History and the Diaspora. He is also series editor of the Greenwood Press series Culture and
Customs of Africa. His publications include many essays and books on Nigeria, including Decolonization
and Development Planning (1996), Violence in Nigeria: The Crisis of Religious Politics and Secular
Ideologies (1998), and The History of Nigeria (Greenwood, 1999).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Crow:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Key Events in African
History: A Reference Guide suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Key Events in African History: A Reference Guideis the main of several books that everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so
all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Elbert Lupton:

Exactly why? Because this Key Events in African History: A Reference Guide is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Sean Jones:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Key Events in African History: A Reference Guide we can consider more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Key Events in African
History: A Reference Guide. You can more pleasing than now.



Betty Bass:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Key Events in African History: A
Reference Guide to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the guide Key Events in African History: A Reference Guide can to be your
brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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