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Plan of Attack is the definitive account of how and why President George W.
Bush, his war council, and allies launched a preemptive attack to topple Saddam
Hussein and occupy Iraq. Bob Woodward's latest landmark account of
Washington decision making provides an original, authoritative narrative of
behind-the-scenes maneuvering over two years, examining the causes and
consequences of the most controversial war since Vietnam.
Based on interviews with 75 key participants and more than three and a half
hours of exclusive interviews with President Bush, Plan of Attack is part
presidential history charting the decisions made during 16 critical months; part
military history revealing precise details and the evolution of the Top Secret war
planning under the restricted codeword Polo Step; and part a harrowing spy story
as the CIA dispatches a covert paramilitary team into northern Iraq six months
before the start of the war. This team recruited 87 Iraqi spies designated with the
cryptonym DB/ROCKSTARS, one of whom turned over the personnel files of all
6,000 men in Saddam Hussein's personal security organization.
What emerges are astonishingly intimate portraits: President Bush in war cabinet
meetings in the White House Situation Room and the Oval Office, and in private
conversation; Dick Cheney, the focused and driven vice president; Colin Powell,
the conflicted and cautious secretary of state; Donald Rumsfeld, the controlling
war technocrat; George Tenet, the activist CIA director; Tommy Franks, the
profane and demanding general; Condoleezza Rice, the ever-present referee and
national security adviser; Karl Rove, the hands-on political strategist; other key
members of the White House staff and congressional leadership; and foreign
leaders ranging from British Prime Minister Blair to Russian President Putin.
Plan of Attack provides new details on the intelligence assessments of Iraq's
alleged weapons of mass destruction and the planning for the war's aftermath.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The 2003 American invasion of Iraq was contentious, not just in the arena of global public opinion, but
within the tight-lipped world of the George W. Bush White House. As Bob Woodward reveals in Plan of
Attack, Vice-President Dick Cheney and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld were part of a group leading
the charge to war while Secretary of State Colin Powell, General Tommy Franks, and others actively
questioned the plan to invade a country that had nothing to do with the 9/11 attacks while war in Afghanistan
was still being waged. Woodward gained extensive access to dozens of key figures and enjoyed hours of
direct contact with the President himself (more time, seemingly, than former Bush administration officials
Richard Clarke and Paul O'Neill claim to have had). As a result, he's able to cite the kind of gossip you won't
find in a White House press release: Franks calls Pentagon official Douglas Feith "the f*cking stupidest guy
on the face of the earth," Powell shares his alarm over how the cautious Cheney of the first Bush
administration had transformed into a zealot, and Saudi Ambassador Prince Bandar seems to enjoy
significantly more entrée and influence than most anyone would have thought. Bush is shown as a man intent
on toppling Saddam Hussein in the immediate aftermath of 9/11 and never really wavering in his decision
despite offering hints that non-military solutions could be achieved. Light is also shed on CIA director
George Tenet, who insists that the evidence that Saddam had weapons of mass destruction was "a slam
dunk" only to later admit that his intelligence was flawed when months of post-war searches turned up
nothing. But the book's most interesting character is Powell. A former soldier himself, who finds himself
increasingly at odds with the agenda of the administration, Powell rejects evidence on WMDs that he sees as
spurious but ultimately endorses the invasion effort, apparently out of duty. Upon its publication, the Bush
administration roundly denied many of the accounts in the book that demonstrated conflict within their
circles, poor judgment, or lousy planning, but the Bush/Cheney reelection campaign nonetheless listed Plan
of Attack as recommended reading. And it is. It shows alarming problems in the way the war was conceived
and planned, but it also demonstrates the tremendous conviction and dedication of the people who decided to
carry it out. --John Moe

From Publishers Weekly
Based on exhaustive research and remarkable access to the White House, including two sessions with
President Bush and more than 75 interviews with administration officials, veteran Washington Post assistant
managing editor Woodward delivers an engrossing blow-by-blow of the run-up to war in Iraq. In November
2001, just months after September 11, Woodward reports, Bush pulled aside defense secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and asked him to secretly begin updating war plans for Iraq. Sixteen months later, in March 2003,
after an intense war-planning effort, a tense political fight at home and a carefully crafted "if-you-don’t-we-
will" diplomatic strategy with the U.N., the American invasion began. Woodward has penned a forceful,
often disturbing narrative that captures the deep personality and policy clashes within the Bush
administration. Bush, along with Dick Cheney, Condoleezza Rice, Karl Rove and Paul Wolfowitz, are
portrayed as believing in a sweeping mission to export democracy and to have America be viewed as strong
and willing to walk the walk. They are counterbalanced by Colin Powell, who emerges here as a reluctant
warrior, a pragmatic voice—eventually muted—cautioning the president against a rush to war. The most
stunning aspect of the story, however, is the glaring intelligence failure of George Tenet’s CIA, from bad
WMD information to what Woodward reports as the outright manipulation of questionable intelligence to
make the case for war. With this book, Woodward, the author of an astonishing nine number-one bestsellers,
has delivered his most important and impressive work in years. Ultimately, this first-class work of
contemporary history will be remembered for shedding needed light on the Iraq War, whatever its final
outcome.
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Review
Tim Rutten, Los Angeles Times A remarkable book, one that fulfills the too often ephemeral promise of what
has come to be called investigative journalism....The American people seldom have been given this clear a
window on their government's most sensitive deliberations.

David Cook, The Christian Science Monitor Richly detailed, awesomely sourced...a granular record of the
nation's march to war with Iraq, gleaned from interviews, memos, phone records, and PowerPoint
presentations.

Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times Engrossing...Woodward uses myriad details to chart the Bush
administration's march to war against Iraq. His often harrowing narrative not only illuminates the fateful
interplay of personality and policy...but underscores the role that fuzzy intelligence, Pentagon timetables and
aggressive ideas about the military and foreign policy had in creating momentum for war.

Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times Instantly essential...By far the most intimate glimpse we have been
granted of the Bush White House, and the administration's defining moment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

Here thing why this Plan of Attack are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not.
Plan of Attack giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Plan of Attack. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. When
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Plan of Attack in e-book can be
your option.

William Bixby:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Plan of Attack as your daily resource information.

Michael Due:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Plan of Attack is simple bringing



you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Lynnette Jennings:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been exactly
added. This publication Plan of Attack was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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