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Political participation in America?supposedly the world’s strongest democracy?is
startlingly low, and many of the civil rights and economic equity initiatives that
were instituted in the 1960s and '70s have been abandoned, as significant
proportions of the populace seem to believe that the civil rights battle has been
won. However, rates of collective engagement, like community activism, are
surprisingly high. In Resisting Citizenship, renowned feminist political scientist
Martha Ackelsberg argues that community activism may hold important clues to
reviving democracy in this time of growing bureaucratization and inequality.

This book brings together many of Ackelsberg’s writings over the past 25 years,
combining her own field work and interviews with cutting edge research and
theory on democracy and activism. She explores these efforts in order to draw
lessons?and attempt to incorporate knowledge?about current notions of
democracy from those who engage in "non-traditional" participation, those who
have, in many respects, been relegated to the margins of political life in the
United States.
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Political participation in America?supposedly the world’s strongest democracy?is startlingly low, and many
of the civil rights and economic equity initiatives that were instituted in the 1960s and '70s have been
abandoned, as significant proportions of the populace seem to believe that the civil rights battle has been
won. However, rates of collective engagement, like community activism, are surprisingly high. In Resisting
Citizenship, renowned feminist political scientist Martha Ackelsberg argues that community activism may
hold important clues to reviving democracy in this time of growing bureaucratization and inequality.

This book brings together many of Ackelsberg’s writings over the past 25 years, combining her own field
work and interviews with cutting edge research and theory on democracy and activism. She explores these
efforts in order to draw lessons?and attempt to incorporate knowledge?about current notions of democracy
from those who engage in "non-traditional" participation, those who have, in many respects, been relegated
to the margins of political life in the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review

"How might our understanding of democracy change if democratic politics entailed a serious commitment to
eradicate the pervasive inequalities that structure citizens’ lives? In Resisting Citizenship, Martha Ackelsberg
envisions a mode of democratic practice that could transform communities and public policy in the United
States and offers provocative insights about how to foster such transformative practices." 

?Mary Hawkesworth, Rutgers University.

 

"Few scholars bring theory to bear on lived activist?and feminist?politics as lucidly as Ackelsberg does.
Resisting Citizenship unpacks with extraordinary analytic clarity the complicated histories and problematic
dichotomies surrounding the private and public, dependency and autonomy, individual and community. A
superb book."

?Mary Fainsod Katzenstein, Cornell University

 

"Drawing on examples that span the globe and the era of modern democracy, Martha Ackelsberg deepens
our appreciation for women’s activism and thinking about power and community. From anarchism to
electoral politics, from rural protest to urban community organizing, she highlights how ordinary people, too
often ignored in political science, can create political change and alter the very meaning of democracy."

?Joan Tronto, Hunter College

 

"As this collection of extraordinary essays written over the last three decades demonstrates, Martha A.
Ackelsberg has been a trailblazer in examining the interrelationships among feminism, grassroots activism,
and democratic theory and practice.  Ackelsberg uses the prism of gender to challenge us to rethink some of
our most basic political concepts, including citizenship, community, participation, the public/private split,
independence, and even politics itself."

?Susan J. Carroll, Rutgers University



 

"This compilation of essays is cause for celebration and sustained reflection by feminist scholars who are
engaged with issues of political participation, mobilization, and democratization. Martha Ackelsberg's
political-theoretical interventions into conventional and disciplinary tropes of the political, the public/private
distinction, and citizenship, informed by her thoughtful attention to the practical knowledges and
accomplishments of women activists, offer critical and productive insights into vital possibilities for
contemporary research and theory."

?Christine Di Stefano, University of Washington

About the Author
Martha Ackelsberg is Five College Fortieth Anniversary Professor in the political science department at
Smith College. Her research and teaching interests are in applied democratic theory, urban politics, and
feminist theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Resisting
Citizenship: Feminist Essays on Politics, Community, and Democracy book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eric Chabot:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This specific Resisting Citizenship: Feminist Essays on Politics,
Community, and Democracy can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
Resisting Citizenship: Feminist Essays on Politics, Community, and Democracy.

Leopoldo Gonzalez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Resisting Citizenship: Feminist



Essays on Politics, Community, and Democracy or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Resisting Citizenship: Feminist Essays on Politics,
Community, and Democracy to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Gregory Eubanks:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
known as of book Resisting Citizenship: Feminist Essays on Politics, Community, and Democracy. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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