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Biologists since Darwin have been intrigued and confounded by the complex
issues involved in the evolution and ecology of the social behavior of insects.
The self-sacrifice of sterile workers in ant colonies has been particularly difficult
for evolutionary biologists to explain. In this important new book, Andrew
Bourke and Nigel Franks not only present a detailed overview of the current state
of scientific knowledge about social evolution in ants, but also show how studies
on ants have contributed to an understanding of many fundamental topics in
behavioral ecology and evolutionary biology.

One of the substantial contributions of Social Evolution in Ants is its clear
explanation of kin selection theory and sex ratio theory and their applications to
social evolution in insects. Working to dispel lingering skepticism about the
validity of kin selection and, more broadly, of "selfish gene" theory, Bourke and
Franks show how these ideas underpin the evolution of both cooperation and
conflict within ant societies. In addition, using simple algebra, they provide
detailed explanations of key mathematical models. Finally, the authors discuss
two relatively little-known topics in ant social biology: life history strategy and
mating systems.

This comprehensive, up-to-date, and well-referenced work will appeal to all
researchers in social insect biology and to scholars and students in the fields of
entomology, behavioral ecology, and evolution.
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Biologists since Darwin have been intrigued and confounded by the complex issues involved in the evolution
and ecology of the social behavior of insects. The self-sacrifice of sterile workers in ant colonies has been
particularly difficult for evolutionary biologists to explain. In this important new book, Andrew Bourke and
Nigel Franks not only present a detailed overview of the current state of scientific knowledge about social
evolution in ants, but also show how studies on ants have contributed to an understanding of many
fundamental topics in behavioral ecology and evolutionary biology.

One of the substantial contributions of Social Evolution in Ants is its clear explanation of kin selection theory
and sex ratio theory and their applications to social evolution in insects. Working to dispel lingering
skepticism about the validity of kin selection and, more broadly, of "selfish gene" theory, Bourke and Franks
show how these ideas underpin the evolution of both cooperation and conflict within ant societies. In
addition, using simple algebra, they provide detailed explanations of key mathematical models. Finally, the
authors discuss two relatively little-known topics in ant social biology: life history strategy and mating
systems.

This comprehensive, up-to-date, and well-referenced work will appeal to all researchers in social insect
biology and to scholars and students in the fields of entomology, behavioral ecology, and evolution.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I cannot praise their book too highly.... [It] will surely become essential reading for any student interested in
the evolution of insect sociality and will be a standard reference source for teachers and researchers
alike."--The Times Higher Education Supplement

"Social Evolution in Ants is recommended not only to people enthusiastic about social insects but also to
those with a broad interest in evolution in general."--Nature

From the Back Cover
One of the substantial contributions of Social Evolution in Ants is its clear explanation of kin selection
theory and sex ratio theory and their applications to social evolution in insects. Working to dispel lingering
skepticism about the validity of kin selection and, more broadly, of"selfish gene" theory. Bourke and Franks
show how these ideas underpin the evolution of both cooperation and conflict within ant societies. In
addition, using simple algebra, they provide detailed explanations of key mathematical models. Finally, the
authors discuss two relatively little-known topics in ant social biology: life history strategy and mating
systems. This comprehensive, up-to-date, and well-referenced work will appeal to all researchers in social
insect biology and to scholars and students in the fields of entomology, behavioral ecology, and evolution.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Todd Pfeifer:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Social Evolution in Ants to read.

David McGowan:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them
is this Social Evolution in Ants.



Jason Allen:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Social Evolution in Ants that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Social Evolution in Ants become your own starter.

Shane Hamilton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be Social Evolution in Ants why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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