
Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam:
History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in
the Delhi Sultanate

By Blain H. Auer

Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim
Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate By Blain H. Auer

With the execution of the Abbasid caliph in Al-Musta'sim in 1258, Sunni
authority and legitimacy in Baghdad began to disintegrate, and the recently
established Delhi Sultanate became a new focus for the development of Muslim
societies amidst a global shift in Islamic authority. Here Blain Auer investigates
the ways three historians living in India during the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries, Minhaj Siraj Juzjani, Ziya' al-Din Barani and al-Din Siraj 'Afif,
narrated the religious values of Muslim sovereigns through the process of history
writing. Aiding the project of empire building, these historians and intellectuals
drew up an idea of an Islamic heritage that invented and reinterpreted
conceptions of a historically rooted Muslim authority. With fresh insights on the
intersections between religion, politics and historiography, this book will be
indispensable for all those interested in Islamic studies, history, religion, politics,
and South Asia.
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With the execution of the Abbasid caliph in Al-Musta'sim in 1258, Sunni authority and legitimacy in
Baghdad began to disintegrate, and the recently established Delhi Sultanate became a new focus for the
development of Muslim societies amidst a global shift in Islamic authority. Here Blain Auer investigates the
ways three historians living in India during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, Minhaj Siraj Juzjani,
Ziya' al-Din Barani and al-Din Siraj 'Afif, narrated the religious values of Muslim sovereigns through the
process of history writing. Aiding the project of empire building, these historians and intellectuals drew up
an idea of an Islamic heritage that invented and reinterpreted conceptions of a historically rooted Muslim
authority. With fresh insights on the intersections between religion, politics and historiography, this book
will be indispensable for all those interested in Islamic studies, history, religion, politics, and South Asia.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Blain Auer’s book brings a refreshing new approach to the sources of Sultanate history.’-Daud Ali,
Associate Professor and Chair of South Asia Studies, University of Pennsylvania.
‘An outstanding contribution, skillfully utilizing intellectual frameworks from religious studies, history and
area studies, that explores the array of Islamic values that legitimize constructions of religious and political
authority in Muslim South Asia.’-Ali Asani, Professor of Indo-Muslim and Islamic Religion and Cultures
and Director of the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Islamic Studies Program, Harvard University.
‘This elegantly written book offers a nuanced and innovative reading of Delhi Sultanate historiography,
moving beyond earlier approaches to the material by analyzing the discursive formations of royal power and
legitimacy. Auer provides a masterful analysis of various narratological devices deployed in the Persian
historical sources of the period that promote the religious and political authority of the Delhi sultans. This
includes a rich examination of the patterns of sacred authority found in the lives of the prophets, the
memorialization of Sufi saints, as well as in architectural, codicological and numismatic displays of power.
Auer sheds light on how the rulers of the Delhi Sultanate ideologically grafted themselves into the larger arc
of Islamic salvation history and does an excellent job situating this important period within the scholarly
field of Islamic studies.’-Travis Zadeh, Assistant Professor of Religion, Haverford College, Philadelphia.

About the Author

Blain Auer is Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies in the department of Comparative Religion at Western
Michigan University. He studies the religious, cultural, and historical dimensions of Islamic societies,
specializing in pre-modern South Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Symbols of Authority in Medieval
Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate book because this book offers you
rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in
it everbody knows.

Margaret Coleman:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot



of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is
this Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi
Sultanate.

William Medellin:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Symbols of Authority in
Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the Delhi Sultanate, it is possible to enjoy both.
It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Christopher Hickman:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Symbols of Authority in Medieval Islam: History, Religion and Muslim Legitimacy in the
Delhi Sultanate can make you experience more interested to read.
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