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Understanding poverty and what to do about it, is perhaps the central concern of
all of economics. Yet the lay public almost never gets to hear what leading
professional economists have to say about it. This volume brings together
twenty-eight essays by some of the world leaders in the field, who were invited
to tell the lay reader about the most important things they have learnt from their
research that relate to poverty. The essays cover a wide array of topics: the first
essay is about how poverty gets measured. The next section is about the causes of
poverty and its persistence, and the ideas range from the impact of colonialism
and globalization to the problems of "excessive" population growth, corruption
and ethnic conflict. The next section is about policy: how should we fight
poverty? The essays discuss how to get drug companies to produce more
vaccines for the diseases of the poor, what we should and should not expect from
micro-credit, what we should do about child labor, how to design welfare policies
that work better and a host of other topics. The final section is about where the
puzzles lie: what are the most important anomalies, the big gaps in the way
economists think about poverty? The essays talk about the puzzling reluctance of
Kenyan farmers to fertilizers, the enduring power of social relationships in
economic transactions in developing countries and the need to understand where
aspirations come from, and much else. Every essay is written with the aim of
presenting the latest and the most sophisticated in economics without any
recourse to jargon or technical language.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A serious examination of where we stand and what we need to do."--Nicholas Kristof, The New York
Review of Books

"Mass poverty is mankind's oldest, yet still most pressing, problem. Understanding Poverty describes the
attack that economists are making to understand it on many different fronts. Every reader of the essays in this
superb volume will appreciate the currrent excitement of development economics and the enormous progress
it has made in the last two decades."--George Akerlof, Nobel Laureate in Economics, 2001
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandy Reid:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Understanding Poverty. Try to stumble through book Understanding Poverty
as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.



Mildred McConkey:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Understanding
Poverty book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jonathan Leake:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Understanding Poverty which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Melvin Dwyer:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book Understanding Poverty was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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