A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania
from the Roman Empire to the Third Reich

By Christopher B. Krebs

Read Online ©

A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empireto
the Third Reich By Christopher B. Krebs

The New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice.

Times Literary Supplement Book of the Year.

Choice Outstanding title.

Winner of Phi Beta Kappa's 2012 Christian Gauss Book Award.

"A model of popular intellectual history. . . . In every way, ?A Most Dangerous
Book is a most brilliant achievement."--Washington Post

When the Roman historian Tacitus wrote the Germania, a none-too-flattering
little book about the ancient Germans, he could not have foreseen that centuries
later the Nazis would extol it as"abible" and vow to resurrect Germany on its
grounds. But the Germaniainspired--and polarized--readers long before the rise
of the Third Reich. In this elegant and captivating history, Christopher B. Krebs,
aprofessor of classics at Harvard University, traces the wide-ranging influence of
the Germania, revealing how an ancient text rose to take its place among the
most dangerous books in the world. 14 illustrations
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Harvard classics professor Krebs writes a scholarly but lucid account of the abuse of history. Written in 98
C.E. by the Roman officia Tacitus, About the Origin and Mores of the Germanic Peoples was lost for
centuries but resurfaced around 1500 as Germans were growing resentful of foreign domination—in this case
from the Catholic Church in Rome. The rediscovered book launched a primitivist myth that captivated
admirers over the next 500 years, from Martin Luther to Heinrich Himmler, who loved its portrayal of
ancient Germans as freedom-loving warriors, uncultured but honorable, in contrast to decadent Romans. In
fact, Tacitus probably never visited Germany, Krebs notes. Rather, using books and travelers' reports, he
wrote for a Roman audience who shared his romantic view of northern barbarians. Enthusiastic German
readers, culminating in the Nazis, ignored Tacitus's disparaging comments, misread passages to confirm their
prejudices, and proclaimed that the ancient historian confirmed their national superiority. Thisisan inventive
analysis of, and warning against, an irresistible human yearning to find written proof of one'sideology. Illus.
(May)

(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review

A razor-sharp, eminently readable reminder of the potency of bad ideas. Christopher Krebs shows how
intellectual s through the ages used and abused a L atin classic, Tacitus's Germania, and tells the unnerving
story of itsfinal transformation into a Nazi 'bibl€e’. Fascinating stuff.--Anthony Everitt, author of "Hadrian
and the Triumph of Rome"

A most exciting book! In Krebs hands, the story of the Germania manuscript becomes part thriller, part
detective story.... A must-read for anyone interested in the pernicious power of the ideas of antiquity and a
timely reminder of the responsibilities placed on readers as well aswriters.--Tim Rood, University of
Oxford, author of "American Anabasis’

A fascinating story of how a book could be used and especially abused over two thousand years, as enemies
saw it aspresenting Germans as brutish and barbarian, while German nationalisticpride extracted a quite
different message of a nation that was simple, virtuous, and pure.... beautifully told byChristopher Krebs.--
Christopher Pelling, editor of "Greek Tragedy and the Historian"

A dramatic detective story.

Fascinating. . . . [Krebs] has alight touch and a dry sense of humor. "

Clever, learned. . . . [Krebs| synthesizes a great deal of classical scholarship and intellectual history into a
concise, accessible story. "

It isan extraordinary tale, and Mr. Krebs. . . tellsit with great verve and charm. "

A dramatic detective story. "

About the Author
Christopher B. Krebs, aclassics professor at Stanford University, has published widely on the Roman



historians and their afterlives.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Stephen Beatty:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book A Most Dangerous Book:
Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empire to the Third Reich. All type of book could you see on many
methods. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gale Gibbs:;

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthisaren't like that. This A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empire to the
Third Reich book is readable by ssmply you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania
from the Roman Empire to the Third Reich content conveys the idea easily to understand by alot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you even
now thinking A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empire to the Third Reich is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

David George:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein this world can share their
idea. Guides can aso inspirealot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them isthis A Most Dangerous
Book: Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empire to the Third Reich.

Kenneth Garrison:

Y ou can obtain this A Most Dangerous Book: Tacitus's Germania from the Roman Empire to the Third
Reich by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your



guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to
choose suitable ways for you.
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