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The male thynnine wasp's extreme sexual enthusiasm is crucial to reproduction
of hammer orchids in the wild. Hammer orchids have co-evolved to produce
odors identical to those manufactured by female thynnine wasps. The male
wasp's superb sensitivity to the scent of his female mate is the basis for the
hammer orchid's deceit--in effect, orchids exploit the male insect's highly
adaptive sense of smell for their own propagation. While pollinating orchids is a
waste of time, and thus a maladaptive activity for a wasp, his mistake comes
about because he must react quickly whenever he senses a possible mate nearby.
Alcock suggests that, "for insects, he who hesitates is lost, although perhaps it
would be better to say that he who hesitates often loses a chance to pass on his
genes."

This book abounds with clever explanations for how these exceptionally complex
flowers came to be shaped as they are. The reader can explore many aspects of
orchid biology and history ranging from how some species avoid inbreeding, to
the origins of orchids from an ancestor that belonged to the asparagus family.
Examining each component of an orchid's flower, Alcock explains how the
various parts work together to produce the plant's minute offspring. Each element
of an orchid, as quirky as it may seem, is biologically significant, bearing the
imprint of natural selection. Readers can share in the delight that Darwin and all
other orchid enthusiasts have felt in making sense of even the smallest of details
of these most wonderful plants.
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The male thynnine wasp's extreme sexual enthusiasm is crucial to reproduction of hammer orchids in the
wild. Hammer orchids have co-evolved to produce odors identical to those manufactured by female thynnine
wasps. The male wasp's superb sensitivity to the scent of his female mate is the basis for the hammer orchid's
deceit--in effect, orchids exploit the male insect's highly adaptive sense of smell for their own propagation.
While pollinating orchids is a waste of time, and thus a maladaptive activity for a wasp, his mistake comes
about because he must react quickly whenever he senses a possible mate nearby. Alcock suggests that, "for
insects, he who hesitates is lost, although perhaps it would be better to say that he who hesitates often loses a
chance to pass on his genes."

This book abounds with clever explanations for how these exceptionally complex flowers came to be shaped
as they are. The reader can explore many aspects of orchid biology and history ranging from how some
species avoid inbreeding, to the origins of orchids from an ancestor that belonged to the asparagus family.
Examining each component of an orchid's flower, Alcock explains how the various parts work together to
produce the plant's minute offspring. Each element of an orchid, as quirky as it may seem, is biologically
significant, bearing the imprint of natural selection. Readers can share in the delight that Darwin and all other
orchid enthusiasts have felt in making sense of even the smallest of details of these most wonderful plants.
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Editorial Review

Review

"...very informative, lucidly and entertainingly written, and a pleasure to read. It is easily one of best books
on orchids I have read." --Quarterly Review of Biology

"The book is easy to read and has many beautiful illustrations. For an overview of the concepts of adaptation
and maladaptation, a brief history of evolution in general, and a good look at the hotspots, biodiversity and
conservation of orchids in southwestern Australia in particular, this is the book to read."--Nature

About the Author

Dr. Alcock's research deals with the evolution of diversity in insect mating systems. He studies selected
species of desert insects in Arizona and Western Australia, in an attempt to document the variety of male
mate-locating techniques in various bees, wasps, butterflies, dragonflies, and other insects. The goal of his
research is to test hypotheses on the adaptive value of the different ways in which males find mating
partners.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Flint:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled An
Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Kimberly Kiser:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular An Enthusiasm for



Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution to read.

Linda Christopher:

The actual book An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book An Enthusiasm for Orchids:
Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jonathan Baker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this An Enthusiasm for Orchids: Sex and
Deception in Plant Evolution book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism An Enthusiasm for Orchids:
Sex and Deception in Plant Evolution as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.
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