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Art mattered in the Renaissance... People expected painting, sculpture,
architecture, and other forms of visual art to have a meaningful effect on their
lives,” write the authors of this introduction to Italian Renaissance art.
 
A glance at the pages of Art in Renaissance Italy shows at once its freshness and
breadth of approach, which includes thorough explanation into how and why
works of art, buildings, prints, and other forms of visual production came to be.
The authors also discuss how men and women of the Renaissance regarded art
and artists, why works of Renaissance art look the way they do, and what this
means to us. Unlike other books on the subject, this one covers not only Florence
and Rome, but also Venice and the Veneto, Assisi, Siena, Milan, Pavia, Padua,
Mantua, Verona, Ferrara, Urbino, and Naples—each governed in a distinctly
different manner, every one with individual, political, and social structures that
inevitably affected artistic styles. Spanning more than three centuries, the
narrative brings to life the rich tapestry of Italian Renaissance society and the art
that is its enduring legacy. Throughout, special features, including textual sources
from the period and descriptions of social rituals, evoke and document the people
and places of this dynamic age.
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Art mattered in the Renaissance... People expected painting, sculpture, architecture, and other forms of visual
art to have a meaningful effect on their lives,” write the authors of this introduction to Italian Renaissance
art.
 
A glance at the pages of Art in Renaissance Italy shows at once its freshness and breadth of approach, which
includes thorough explanation into how and why works of art, buildings, prints, and other forms of visual
production came to be. The authors also discuss how men and women of the Renaissance regarded art and
artists, why works of Renaissance art look the way they do, and what this means to us. Unlike other books on
the subject, this one covers not only Florence and Rome, but also Venice and the Veneto, Assisi, Siena,
Milan, Pavia, Padua, Mantua, Verona, Ferrara, Urbino, and Naples—each governed in a distinctly different
manner, every one with individual, political, and social structures that inevitably affected artistic styles.
Spanning more than three centuries, the narrative brings to life the rich tapestry of Italian Renaissance
society and the art that is its enduring legacy. Throughout, special features, including textual sources from
the period and descriptions of social rituals, evoke and document the people and places of this dynamic age.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This fine work by Paoletti and Radke (art history, Wesleyan Univ. and Syracuse Univ., respectively) is wide
in scope, covering the years from 1300 to the late 1500s, and purposely opens discussion to include many
major Italian cities, in response to Vasari's bias solely for Florence. Whereas other books are organized by
time (Frederick Hartt's History of Italian Renaissance Art, Abrams, 1994. 4th ed.), by artists (Sydney J.
Freedberg's Painting in Italy, Yale Univ., 1992. o.p.), or by patronage (Alison Cole's Virtue and
Magnificence, Abrams, 1995), this book's essence is the relationships among artist, art, location, and public.
Other recent books have used this focus, but Paoletti and Radke manage a more adroit presentation. Primary
source material is interspersed throughout the text to set concepts in their historic framework. Appendixes,
including city maps, ruling genealogies, and artist's biographies, are constructive. Highly suitable as an
introductory text, this is an excellent choice for public libraries.?Nadine Dalton Speidel, Cuyahoga Cty. P.L.,
Parma, Ohio
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher
"Art mattered in the Renaissance... People expected painting, sculpture, architecture, and other forms of
visual art to have a meaningful effect on their lives," write the authors of this importand new look at Italian
Renaissance art. A glance at the pages of Art in Renaissance Italy shows at once its freshness and breadth of
approach, which includes thorough explanation into how and why works of art, buildings, prints, and other
kinds of art came to be. Also discussed is how men and women of the Rena issance regarded art and artists
as well as why works of Renaissance art look the way they do, and what this means to us. Unlike other books
on the subject, this one covers not only Florence and Rome, but also covers Venice and the Veneto, Assisi,
Siena, Milan, Pavia, Padua, Mantua, Verona, Ferrara, Urbino, and Naples -- each governed in a distinctly
different manner, every one with its own political and social structures that inevitably affected artistic styles.
Spanning more than three centuries, the narrative brings to life the rich tapestry of Italian Renaissance
society and the art works that are its enduring legacy. T hroughout, special features evoke and document the
people and places of this dynamic age.

From the Back Cover

"Art mattered in the Renaissance," write the authors of this important book on Italian Renaissance art.
"Viewers expected works of art to be meaningful, purposeful, and functional, not just beautiful."

Art in Renaissance Italy, Second Edition, has a freshness and breadth of approach that sets the art in its
context, exploring why it was created and who commissioned the palaces and cathedrals, the paintings and
sculptures. For, as the authors claim, Italian Renaissance artists were no more solitary geniuses than are most
architects and commercial artists today.

Unlike other books on the subject, Art in Renaissance Italy, Second Edition, covers not only Florence and
Rome. Here too are Venice and the Veneto, Assisi, Siena, Milan, Pavia, Genoa, Padua, Mantua, Verona,
Ferrara, Urbino, and Naples—each one distinctively governed, each with unique political and social
structures that inevitably affected artistic styles.

Spanning more than three centuries, the narrative brings to life the rich tapestry of Italian Renaissance



society from the mid-13th century to 1600. Special features evoke and document the people and places of
this dynamic age. "Contemporary Scene" boxes provide fascinating glimpses of daily life: the food that
people ate, how they entertained themselves, society's methods of punishing miscreants, and more.
"Contemporary Voice" boxes quote directly from Renaissance painters and writers (Ghirlandaio, Vasari,
Ghiberti, Alberti, Veneziano, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Castiglione, Cellini, and Aretino), shedding light on
how artworks were created—even down to paint quality and fees.

New to the Second Edition is a fresh, open design and expanded page size with more color pictures; a fuller
discussion of individual cities (notably Milan, Naples, and Venice); a section on 16th-century Genoa; and
more "Contemporary Voice" boxes. The artists' biographies have now been incorporated into the main text
and more discursive captions with stylistic analyses of artworks have been added.

A brilliant selection of familiar and unfamiliar illustrations presents the visual arts as an integrated whole.
Frescoes are shown in situ and close-up, sculptures are displayed in their architectural setting, and examples
of other arts such as intarsia and prints are included.

An invaluable reference section includes genealogies of influential families, listings of popes and doges,
plans of major Italian cities, a timechart, a bibliography, and a glossary.

Innovative and scholarly, yet accessible and beautifully presented, Art In Renaissance Italy, Second Edition,
is set to become a definitive work on this most significant era of Western culture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what one you should start with. This Art in Renaissance Italy (4th Edition) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

John Guenther:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Art in Renaissance Italy (4th Edition) as the daily
resource information.



Judith Bryant:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Art in Renaissance Italy (4th Edition) can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Holly Walker:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named
of book Art in Renaissance Italy (4th Edition). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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