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If the Shoe Fits: Voices from Cinderella takes a fresh look at an old and favorite
story. In thirty-three poems it brings to life not only the voices of well-loved
characters, but also voices of characters not usually heard from -- including the
glass slipper, without which the story would not have a happy ending. On the
stage set by the story we hear each player tell the tale from their point of view,
answering the questions that swirl around Cinderella:
Is the ghost of Cinderella's father at peace in the afterlife? What has made
Cinderella's stepmother so cruel? Can a rat be as happy as a human? How do the
prince's mother and father feel about Cinderella for their son? Does the Magic
One's Magic last forever? Do the glass slippers realize how important a role they
play in the life of one girl? Is there a quiet someone, with a gentle purr, who is a
secret accomplice? And, finally, what does Cinderella herself have to say to us
about her own story?
Through the rhythms of Laura Whipple's poetry and the sweeping colors of
Laura Beingessner's artwork, Cinderella's story is spun anew for audiences of all
ages to celebrate.
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If the Shoe Fits: Voices from Cinderella takes a fresh look at an old and favorite story. In thirty-three poems
it brings to life not only the voices of well-loved characters, but also voices of characters not usually heard
from -- including the glass slipper, without which the story would not have a happy ending. On the stage set
by the story we hear each player tell the tale from their point of view, answering the questions that swirl
around Cinderella:
Is the ghost of Cinderella's father at peace in the afterlife? What has made Cinderella's stepmother so cruel?
Can a rat be as happy as a human? How do the prince's mother and father feel about Cinderella for their son?
Does the Magic One's Magic last forever? Do the glass slippers realize how important a role they play in the
life of one girl? Is there a quiet someone, with a gentle purr, who is a secret accomplice? And, finally, what
does Cinderella herself have to say to us about her own story?
Through the rhythms of Laura Whipple's poetry and the sweeping colors of Laura Beingessner's artwork,
Cinderella's story is spun anew for audiences of all ages to celebrate.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This intriguing work reenvisions the time-honored tale of midnight magic as a strand of narrative poems.
Beginning with Cinderella in her old age, first-time author Whipple gives voice to the cast of characters,
from the remorseful father, now a ghost, to the unrepentantly greedy, grasping stepmother (Ah, rich, rich,
rich. I love the rhythm of rich!), and stepsisters (While we're dancing, sleep in ashes and brush the soot from
off your lashes). Readers hear from the fairy godmother and the royal family as well, including the besotted
prince (Wait! Who's that? Smile like moonbeams on a splashing spring). Whipple renders moments of
melancholy (Father comes to my dreams, though he is gone. ... It seems right to dry tears with sackcloth and
ashes says Cinderella) as fully as comic touches (e.g., the rat-turned-coachman cries, Where was my tail,
long and slim, a-switching? Totally gone! Just a memory of motion) even the glass slipper gets a turn (I
grieve for the glow of my mate). This fresh, engaging presentation of the Cinderella story unfolds like a lyric
opera. Larded with wit, the volume returns to Cinderella, who offers up a sage gem: The music of true Magic
sang only that once for me. After, I had to compose the music of my life. Beingessner alternates small inset
portraits and vignettes with full-spread paintings of the godmother's gifts and the climactic moment at the
ball; her swirling line and color conjure up the story's magical setting. Ages 8-12.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 3-6-An imaginative extension of the classic fairy tale and an interesting examination of point of view.
In 33 poems, readers hear from the evil stepmother, the prince, the fairy godmother, the ghost of Cinderella's
father-even the rat who becomes the coachman. Cinderella herself begins and ends the book. In the prelude,
she speaks as an elderly woman. "I remember the voices of my young life/like melodies on sheets of
song/long stored in a dusty box./I bring some out for you." Whipple finds story and emotion in unlikely
places. For example, each of Cinderella's shoes speaks ("I was born for dancing/and the warmth of small
feet"). Each one pines to be reunited with the other in a way that reflects the prince's search for Cinderella.
The smooth writing has a relaxed, conversational flow. Luminous gouache paintings use soft, clear colors
and flowing lines to present scenes in an attractive and traditional way. This book has excellent potential for
classroom use, both for creative-writing activities and for reading aloud. It will also be enjoyed by children
who simply love the story. It's satisfying to see a fresh take on a European folktale that isn't a parody. Gwen
Strauss's Trail of Stones (Knopf, 1990; o.p.) also treats folktales poetically, but is for an older audience and
covers several different stories rather than just one.
Lauralyn Persson, Wilmette Public Library, IL
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 5-8. It's difficult to imagine a good reason to add another treatment of Cinderella, but Whipple shows
that there's always room for a new perspective. In this version the characters tell the story in blank verse.
Cinderella reveals her grief over her father's death, and readers look through her eyes to see how her
stepmother convinced her that "Bare feet, coarse clothes / show mourning." She is drawn gradually into
poverty and servitude, but her fairy godmother keeps a close eye on her, as readers find out in "Messenger
Cat": "Cat is messenger. / Cat is spy. / Cat is angel. / Cat is Cat." The story unfolds just as it always does, but
the multiple points of view--from Cinderella's to the prince's to the rat's to the queen's-- enlarge and enrich
the familiar tale to win a more sophisticated audience. The poems can't stand alone, but together they make a
satisfying whole. Paintings by Beingessner achieve just the right mixture of sorrow, beauty, and humor.
Susan Dove Lempke
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

The book If the Shoe Fits: Voices From Cinderella can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book If the Shoe Fits:
Voices From Cinderella? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book If
the Shoe Fits: Voices From Cinderella has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Anthony Parker:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that If the Shoe Fits: Voices From Cinderella book as
beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eli Gaddy:

This If the Shoe Fits: Voices From Cinderella is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this If the Shoe Fits: Voices From
Cinderella can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for
your better life in addition to knowledge.

Stanley Rivas:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know



that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this If the Shoe Fits: Voices From Cinderella can make you experience more interested to read.
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