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Although it appears second in the New Testament, Mark is generally recognized
as the first Gospel to be written. Captivating nonstop narrative characterizes this
earliest account of the life and teachings of Jesus. In the first installment of his
two-volume commentary on Mark, New Testament scholar Joel Marcus
recaptures the power of Mark’s enigmatic narrative and capitalizes on its lively
pace to lead readers through familiar and not-so-familiar episodes from the
ministry of Jesus.

As Marcus points out, the Gospel of Mark can be understood only against the
backdrop of the apocalyptic atmosphere of the Jewish rebellions of 66-73 c.e.,
during which the Roman army destroyed the Temple of Jerusalem (70 c.e.).
While the Jewish revolutionaries believed that the war was “the beginning of the
end” and that a messianic redeemer would soon appear to lead his people to
victory over their human enemies (the Romans) and cosmic foes (the demons),
for Mark the redeemer had already come in the person of Jesus. Paradoxically,
however, Jesus had won the decisive holy-war victory when he was rejected by
his own people and executed on a Roman cross.

The student of two of this generation’s most respected Bible scholars and Anchor
Bible authors, Raymond E. Brown and J. Louis Martyn, Marcus helps readers
understand the history, social customs, economic realities, religious movements,
and spiritual and personal circumstances that made Jesus who he was. The result
is a Bible commentary of the quality and originality readers have come to expect
of the renowned Anchor Bible series. Challenging to scholars and enlightening to
laypeople, Mark 1-8 is an invaluable tool for anyone reading the Gospel story.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Although it appears second in the New Testament, Mark is generally recognized as the first Gospel to be
written. Captivating nonstop narrative characterizes this earliest account of the life and teachings of Jesus. In
the first installment of his two-volume commentary on Mark, New Testament scholar Joel Marcus recaptures
the power of Mark’s enigmatic narrative and capitalizes on its lively pace to lead readers through familiar
and not-so-familiar episodes from the ministry of Jesus.

As Marcus points out, the Gospel of Mark can be understood only against the backdrop of the apocalyptic
atmosphere of the Jewish rebellions of 66-73 c.e., during which the Roman army destroyed the Temple of
Jerusalem (70 c.e.). While the Jewish revolutionaries believed that the war was “the beginning of the end”
and that a messianic redeemer would soon appear to lead his people to victory over their human enemies (the
Romans) and cosmic foes (the demons), for Mark the redeemer had already come in the person of Jesus.
Paradoxically, however, Jesus had won the decisive holy-war victory when he was rejected by his own
people and executed on a Roman cross.

The student of two of this generation’s most respected Bible scholars and Anchor Bible authors, Raymond E.
Brown and J. Louis Martyn, Marcus helps readers understand the history, social customs, economic realities,
religious movements, and spiritual and personal circumstances that made Jesus who he was. The result is a
Bible commentary of the quality and originality readers have come to expect of the renowned Anchor Bible
series. Challenging to scholars and enlightening to laypeople, Mark 1-8 is an invaluable tool for anyone
reading the Gospel story.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The long-awaited completion of the Marcus commentary on Mark has been well worth the wait. It provides
the serious student of Mark one of the best commentaries available for the study of this Gospel. . . . Any
serious student of the Gospel of Mark should possess this commentary."—Robert H. Stein, Journal of the
Evangelical Theological Society
(Robert H Stein Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society)

About the Author
JOEL MARCUS is Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at the Boston University School of
Theology, having previously taught at the University of Glasgow and Princeton Theological Seminary. Aside
from his many scholarly publications in prestigious journals such as the Journal of Biblical Literature,
Catholic Biblical Quarterly, and New Testament Studies, he is the author of two scholarly books on the
Gospel of Mark as well as the more pastoral Jesus and the Holocaust: Reflections on Suffering and Hope.

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

In other case, little people like to read book Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary (Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary (Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It
is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Robin Martz:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction
and Commentary (Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries) as your daily resource information.



Eric Beckman:

Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (Anchor Yale Bible Commentaries) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (Anchor Yale
Bible Commentaries) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Holly Murphy:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Mark 1-8: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (Anchor Yale Bible
Commentaries) when you needed it?
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