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This is the first full length account of the life and ideas of Mary Douglas, the
British social anthropologist whose publications span the second half of the
twentieth century.
Richard Fardon covers Douglas' family background, and the pervasive influence
of her catholic faith on her writings before providing an analysis of two of her
most influential works; Purity and Danger (1966) and Natural Symbols (1970).
The final section deals with Douglas' more controversial writings in the fields of
economics, consumption, religion and risk analysis in contemporary societies.
Throughout, Fardon highlights the centrality of Douglas' role in the history of
anthropology and the discipline's struggle to achieve relevance to contemporary,
western societies.
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Editorial Review

Review

' This is a fine book, analysing the owrk of a wonerful person, the conservative rebel prophesying
rampageously against the more staid orthodoxies of her contemporaries. If it was a subject worth
giving ten years of study to complete , Mary Douglas is fortunate indeed to have been provided with so
sensative an intellectual biographer'

' ... it is a necessity for every undergraduate student of anthropology to read the book, at a time when a
clear political position and idiosyncratic ways of thinking are still controversial.' - Cambridge
Anthropology

About the Author
Richard Fardon is Lecturer in Social Anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University
of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book Mary Douglas:
An Intellectual Biography. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christina McMullen:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book Mary Douglas: An Intellectual
Biography ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography is not
only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Marcia Marshall:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography book is readable by simply you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Mary
Douglas: An Intellectual Biography content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
still thinking Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Joe Timmons:

Typically the book Mary Douglas: An Intellectual Biography has a lot details on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after looking over this book.
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