
Oroonoko (Penguin Classics)

By Aphra Behn

Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) By Aphra Behn

A new single-volume edition of an early anti-slavery novel

When Prince Oroonoko’s passion for the virtuous Imoinda arouses the jealousy
of his grandfather, the lovers are cast into slavery and transported from Africa to
the colony of Surinam. Oroonoko’s noble bearing soon wins the respect of his
English captors, but his struggle for freedom brings about his destruction.
Inspired by Aphra Behn’s visit to Surinam, Oroonoko reflects the author’s
romantic views of native peoples as being in “the first state of innocence, before
man knew how to sin.” The novel also reveals Behn’s ambiguous attitude toward
slavery: while she favored it as a means to strengthen England’s power, her
powerful and moving work conveys its injustice and brutality.

This new single-volume edition of Oroonoko includes a carefully modernized
text accompanied by an introduction, chronology, explanatory notes and
suggestions for further reading. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Aphra Behn (c. 1640–1689), born in Kent, England, claimed to have visited the British colony of Surinam,
where Oroonoko is set. She wrote poetry, short stories, stage plays, and political propaganda for the Tory
party, as well as her great amorous and political novel, Love Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister.

Janet Todd is Francis Hutcheson Professor of English Literature at the University of Glasgow and an
honorary fellow of Lucy Cavendish College, Cambridge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Koop:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Oroonoko (Penguin
Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Laura McLaughlin:

The book Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) to become your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Oroonoko
(Penguin Classics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Gordon Frederick:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Oroonoko (Penguin Classics)
book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Brandy Felts:

This Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Oroonoko (Penguin Classics) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.
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