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One of the world's most celebrated and tragic love affairs

Through the letters between Abelard and Heloise, we follow the path of their
12th-century romance, from its reckless and ecstatic beginnings when Heloise
became Abelard's pupil, through the suffering of public scandal and enforced
secret marriage, to their eventual separation.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Abelard and Heloise are nearly as famous a pair of tragic lovers as the fictional Romeo and Juliet; their
shared passion for knowledge, religious faith, and one another sealed their destiny. Abelard was a well-
respected, 12th-century Parisian scholar and teacher, and Heloise was his talented young student. The two
relate their story through a set of letters to one another and intimate acquaintances. Their ardor is
unmistakable; as Abelard writes to his love, "So intense were the fires of lust which bound me to you that I
set those wretched, obscene pleasures, which we blush even to name, above God as above myself..." This
forbidden lust resulted in a pregnancy and secret marriage, and when their union could no longer withstand
the challenges in its path, each lover sought refuge in the church--Abelard became a monk and Heloise an
abbess. Their correspondence continued as both achieved success in their new careers but continued to
struggle with their feelings for one another; the set of letters powerfully articulates the wide range of
emotions they experienced. So timeless is their love story that--after eight centuries--their passion, their
devotion, and their struggle still resonate with readers.

Language Notes
Text: English, Latin (translation)

About the Author
Peter Abelard was a French philosopher and the greatest logician of the 12th century. He taught in Paris,
where Heloise was his pupil. After the tragic end of their marriage, she became a nun and he a monk.

Betty Radice was the editor of the Penguin Classics during the 1960s and 70s and an acclaimed translator
from Latin, Greek & Italian.

Michael Clanchy researches at the Institute of Historical Research UCL and the Warburg Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

June Edwards:

The Letters of Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Letters of
Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Terrance Allen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Letters of Abelard and Heloise



(Penguin Classics) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Letters of
Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Christopher Morton:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is definitely The Letters of Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Suzanne Mitchell:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Letters of Abelard and Heloise
(Penguin Classics) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book
and read it. Beside that the reserve The Letters of Abelard and Heloise (Penguin Classics) can to be your
friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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