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Did you know that 'flavour of the month' originated in a marketing campaign in
American ice-cream parlours in the 1940s, when a particular flavour would be
specially promoted for a month at a time? And did you know that 'off the cuff'
refers to the rather messy practice of writing impromptu notes on one's shirt cuff
before speaking in public? These and many more idioms are explained and put
into context in this second edition of the Oxford Dictionary of
Idioms.
This vastly entertaining dictionary takes a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and
sayings that make English such a rich and intriguing language. A major new
edition, it contains entries for over 5000 idioms, including 350 new entries and
over 500 new quotations.
The text has been updated to include many new idioms using the findings of the
Oxford English Reading Programme, the biggest language research programme
in the world. The entries are supported by a wealth of illustrative quotations from
a wide range of sources and periods. For example: 'Rowling has not been asleep
at the wheel in the three years since the last Potter novel, and I am pleased to
report that she has not confused sheer length with inspiration.' - Guardian, 2003.
'I made the speech
of a lifetime. I had them tearing up the seats and rolling in the aisles.' - P.G.
Woodhouse, 1940.
Many entries include boxed features which give more detailed background on the
idiom in question. For example, did you know that 'taken aback' was adopted
from nautical terminology, and described a ship unable to move forward because
of a strong headwind pressing its sails back against the mast?
The text has been entirely redesigned so that it is both elegant and easy to use.
Anyone interested in the quirky side of the English language will have hours of
fun browsing through this fascinating and informative volume.
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Did you know that 'flavour of the month' originated in a marketing campaign in American ice-cream parlours
in the 1940s, when a particular flavour would be specially promoted for a month at a time? And did you
know that 'off the cuff' refers to the rather messy practice of writing impromptu notes on one's shirt cuff
before speaking in public? These and many more idioms are explained and put into context in this second
edition of the Oxford Dictionary of
Idioms.
This vastly entertaining dictionary takes a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English
such a rich and intriguing language. A major new edition, it contains entries for over 5000 idioms, including
350 new entries and over 500 new quotations.
The text has been updated to include many new idioms using the findings of the Oxford English Reading
Programme, the biggest language research programme in the world. The entries are supported by a wealth of
illustrative quotations from a wide range of sources and periods. For example: 'Rowling has not been asleep
at the wheel in the three years since the last Potter novel, and I am pleased to report that she has not confused
sheer length with inspiration.' - Guardian, 2003. 'I made the speech
of a lifetime. I had them tearing up the seats and rolling in the aisles.' - P.G. Woodhouse, 1940.
Many entries include boxed features which give more detailed background on the idiom in question. For
example, did you know that 'taken aback' was adopted from nautical terminology, and described a ship
unable to move forward because of a strong headwind pressing its sails back against the mast?
The text has been entirely redesigned so that it is both elegant and easy to use. Anyone interested in the
quirky side of the English language will have hours of fun browsing through this fascinating and informative
volume.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Oxford has published a second edition of a title that first appeared as a paperback in 1999. Promotional
material declares that there are more than 5,000 definitions of idioms with 350 new idioms and "hundreds of
new origin notes." The dictionary has been redesigned and visually improved with a two-column format
interspersed with boxes that provide origin of the idioms. The idioms are arranged by keyword with a
concise definition and sometimes the origin and an illustrative quotation. An index in which the idioms are
grouped by subject--Haste and speed, Jealousy and envy, Poverty, Weather-- has been added. The book has
a definite British-English and Australian tone. British spelling is used (checque, favours, labour), and many
of the idioms are unique to a particular country. Idioms that were not in the first edition or in other idiom
dictionaries include hot to trot, New York minute, and wazoo. New illustrative quotations are included from
Frank McCourt, the Wall Street Journal, and the Guardian. Surprisingly, 24/7 has not yet found its place in a
dictionary of idioms. The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms is current, but the American Heritage Dictionary of
Idioms (1997) concentrates on American English. Oxford Reference Online includes the first edition of the
Oxford dictionary, and the second will probably appear soon. Libraries that need an up-to-date hardcover
source for idioms should consider this new edition. Christine Bulson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
`Anyone who is addicted to the richness of the English language or simply intrigued by the origin and
meaning of an idiom like "teach your grandmother to suck eggs" will relish this work.' Library Journal

About the Author
Jennifer Speake is a freelance writer and editor of reference books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Anthony Edwards:

The ability that you get from The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) will be the more
deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The
Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) instantly.

Joseph Benoit:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick
Reference) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Leon Bailey:

This The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Oxford
Dictionary of Idioms (Oxford Quick Reference) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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