
The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the
First-Person Stance

By Jonardon Ganeri

The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-Person Stance By
Jonardon Ganeri

What is it to occupy a first-person stance? Is the first-personal idea one has of
oneself in conflict with the idea of oneself as a physical being? How, if there is a
conflict, is it to be resolved? The Self recommends a new way to approach those
questions, finding inspiration in theories about consciousness and mind in first
millennial India. These philosophers do not regard the first-person stance as in
conflict with the natural--their idea of nature is not that of scientific naturalism,
but rather a liberal naturalism non-exclusive of the normative.

Jonardon Ganeri explores a wide range of ideas about the self: reflexive self-
representation, mental files, and quasi-subject analyses of subjective
consciousness; the theory of emergence as transformation; embodiment and the
idea of a bodily self; the centrality of the emotions to the unity of self.
Buddhism's claim that there is no self too readily assumes an account of what a
self must be. Ganeri argues instead that the self is a negotiation between self-
presentation and normative avowal, a transaction grounded in unconscious mind.
Immersion, participation, and coordination are jointly constitutive of self, the
first-person stance at once lived, engaged, and underwritten. And all is in
harmony with the idea of the natural.
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What is it to occupy a first-person stance? Is the first-personal idea one has of oneself in conflict with the
idea of oneself as a physical being? How, if there is a conflict, is it to be resolved? The Self recommends a
new way to approach those questions, finding inspiration in theories about consciousness and mind in first
millennial India. These philosophers do not regard the first-person stance as in conflict with the natural--their
idea of nature is not that of scientific naturalism, but rather a liberal naturalism non-exclusive of the
normative.

Jonardon Ganeri explores a wide range of ideas about the self: reflexive self-representation, mental files, and
quasi-subject analyses of subjective consciousness; the theory of emergence as transformation; embodiment
and the idea of a bodily self; the centrality of the emotions to the unity of self. Buddhism's claim that there is
no self too readily assumes an account of what a self must be. Ganeri argues instead that the self is a
negotiation between self-presentation and normative avowal, a transaction grounded in unconscious mind.
Immersion, participation, and coordination are jointly constitutive of self, the first-person stance at once
lived, engaged, and underwritten. And all is in harmony with the idea of the natural.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ganeri covers a lot of ground..the author has clearly succeeded in seamlessly moving back and forth across
different schools and traditions of philosophy...The organization of the book is in such a way that it touches
all most all the major problems which are discussed in the philosophy of mind." -- Metapsychology Online
Reviews

About the Author

Jonardon Ganeri, University of Sussex

Jonardon Ganeri's work has focused primarily on a retrieval of the Sanskrit philosophical tradition in
relationship to contemporary Anglo-American analytical philosophy, and he has done work in this vein on
theories of self, conceptions of rationality, and the philosophy of language. He has also worked extensively
on the social and intellectual history of early modern South Asia, on the nature of philosophy as a practice,
and on the political idea of identity. He is currently Professor of Philosophy at the University of Sussex and
Professor of Philosophy at Monash University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Chavez:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you actually is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-
Person Stance is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

James Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-Person
Stance book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-Person Stance
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Self: Naturalism,



Consciousness, and the First-Person Stance is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Steven Perez:

Often the book The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness, and the First-Person Stance has a lot of information on
it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Mary May:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Self: Naturalism, Consciousness,
and the First-Person Stance.
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