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What do Stravinsky, Degas, Chaplin, Isak Dinesen, Meyerhold, Monty Python,
and T. S. Eliot have in common? What do such disparate work as Picasso's
Family of Saltimbanques,” Bergman's " Sawdust and Tinsel," Waugh's "Put Out
More Flags," and Pirandello's " Six Charactersin Search of an Author” share? As
[Green and Swan|] persuasively argue in their new book, all have been influenced
by the Italian commediadell-arte. . . . Exaggeration, artifice, and a self-conscious
theatricality are commedia's hallmarks; impertinence, mockery, and irony its
weapons against the serious threats of the real world. No wonder, then, that
commedia (along with the archetypesit supplies) exerted afierce hold on the
modernist imagination, and according to [the authors] left itsimprint on virtually
every area of Western culture from 1890 to 1930."-Michiko Kakutani in The
New York Times'Green and Swan have given us an extraordinary
interdisciplinary work. Using Diaghilev's Ballets Russes, the saltimbanque
paintings of Picasso and Schoenberg's musical experiments as the starting point,
they examine the modernist consciousness, which evolved from the 16th-century
concept of the commedia dell'arte character of Pierrot, the original free-spirited
revolutionary of European improvisational theater. Green and Swan are sweeping
and occasionally breathtaking as they link the masters of modern literary culture
to the tragicomic, grotesgue traditions of the Harlequin: in literature, Rilke,
Kafka, Brecht, and Weill; in art, Chagall and Rouault; in music, Stravinsky and
Ravel; in film, Keaton, Chaplin, and the German expressionist montage of Lang
and Wiene. From commedia to Caligari, the theme of this enormously
provocative book is revolt and the modern spirit. . . . an intellectual tour de
force."-Choice
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common? What do such disparate work as Picasso's Family of Saltimbanques," Bergman's " Sawdust and
Tinsel," Waugh's "Put Out More Flags,” and Pirandello's "Six Characters in Search of an Author” share? As
[Green and Swan] persuasively argue in their new book, all have been influenced by the Italian commedia
dell-arte. . . . Exaggeration, artifice, and a self-conscious theatricality are commedia's hallmarks;
impertinence, mockery, and irony its weapons against the serious threats of the real world. No wonder, then,
that commedia (along with the archetypes it supplies) exerted a fierce hold on the modernist imagination, and
according to [the authors] left itsimprint on virtually every area of Western culture from 1890 to 1930."-
Michiko Kakutani in The New Y ork Times'Green and Swan have given us an extraordinary interdisciplinary
work. Using Diaghilev's Ballets Russes, the saltimbanque paintings of Picasso and Schoenberg's musical
experiments as the starting point, they examine the modernist consciousness, which evolved from the 16th-
century concept of the commedia dell'arte character of Pierrot, the original free-spirited revolutionary of
European improvisational theater. Green and Swan are sweeping and occasionally breathtaking as they link
the masters of modern literary culture to the tragicomic, grotesque traditions of the Harlequin: in literature,
Rilke, Kafka, Brecht, and Welll; in art, Chagall and Rouault; in music, Stravinsky and Ravel; in film,
Keaton, Chaplin, and the German expressionist montage of Lang and Wiene. From commediato Caligari,
the theme of this enormously provocative book is revolt and the modern spirit. . . . an intellectual tour de
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Why did modernists such as Picasso and Stravinsky ransack the commedia dell'arte, alowbrow popular
entertainment form of the 16th century, for images of harlequins, acrobats and clowns? While London music
halls kept alive the commedia’s rowdy spirit, 20th century painters, poets, composers and filmmakers drew
on the medieval Italian spectacle for inspiration to challenge society's "respectable" values. Green (Children
of the Sun and Swan, an Indiana librarian, track down images of Pierrot, Columbine and Harlequin, or traces
of their rebel spirit, in the antics of Chaplin and the Keystone Kops, in Garbo's screen persona, paintings by
Rouault and Hockney, Evelyn Waugh's novels, films by Fellini and Bergman, and in Monty Python, The
Rocky Horror Show and the "impassive yet soulful Pierrot face" of rock stars David Bowie and Juice
Newton. Focusing primarily on the period from 1890 to 1930, this intriguing study shows that the commedia
dell'arte's influence has been much greater than many people suspect. The authors frequently stretch the
evidence, however; the "blatant staginess' of The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari does not, as they argue, necessarily
establish alink to "commedia modernism."

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This study argues that the spirit of com media pervaded much art from 1890 to 1930 and beyond, especially
the move ments of Symbolism and Modernism. The authors attempt to prove their point by examining major
innovations of composers, choreographers, paint ers, poets, playwrights, and novelists for inspiration by the
myth of comme dia. Thisis a seductive idea, as the commedia spirit recurs regularly in art, fashion, and
decoration in both good and bad taste. The book is most con vincing when it discusses Diaghilev, Stravinsky,
the Sitwells, Meyerhold, Pirandello, the absurdists, silent film comedy, Fellini, Picasso, and Cocteau. For
some artists the argument is strained, e.g., Hemingway, Brecht, and Bergman. On the whole, however, a
valuable, well-written, well-researched study. Thomas E. Luddy, English Dept., Salem State Coll., Mass.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

“What do Stravinsky, Degas, Chaplin, Isak Dinesen, Meyerhold, Monty Python, and T. S. Eliot havein
common? What do such disparate work as Picasso’s Family of Saltimbanques,” Bergman’'s Sawdust and
Tinsel, Waugh’'s Put Out More Flags, and Pirandello’s Sx Charactersin Search of an Author share? As
[Green and Swan] persuasively argue in their new book, all have been influenced by the Italian commedia
dell'arte. . . . Exaggeration, artifice, and a self-conscious theatricality are commedia’ s hallmarks;
impertinence, mockery, and irony its weapons against the serious threats of the real world. No wonder, then,
that commedia (along with the archetypes it supplies) exerted afierce hold on the modernist imagination, and
according to [the authors] |eft itsimprint on virtually every area of Western culture from 1890 to 1930.”

—NMuichiko Kakutani, in The New York Times

“Green and Swan have given us an extraordinary interdisciplinary work. Using Diaghilev’ s Ballets Russes,
the saltimbanqgue paintings of Picasso and Schoenberg’s musical experiments as the starting point, they



examine the modernist consciousness, which evolved from the 16th-century concept of the commedia

dell’ arte character of Pierrot, the original free-spirited revolutionary of European improvisational theater.
Green and Swan are sweeping and occasionally breathtaking as they link the masters of modern literary
culture to the tragicomic, grotesque traditions of the Harlequin: in literature, Rilke, Kafka, Brecht, and Weill;
in art, Chagall and Rouault; in music, Stravinsky and Ravel; in film, Keaton, Chaplin, and the German
expressionist montage of Lang and Wiene. From commediato Caligari, the theme of this enormously
provocative book is revolt and the modern spirit. . . . an intellectual tour de force.”

—Choice

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joe Lowe:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Triumph of Pierrot: The
Commedia dell'Arte and the Modern Imagination is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Danid Metz:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Triumph
of Pierrot: The Commedia dell'Arte and the Modern Imagination suitable to you? The particular book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Triumph of Pierrot: The Commedia
dell’'Arte and the Modern Imaginationis one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired many peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to be aware of the core of thisreserve. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Sandra Fritz:

The guide with title The Triumph of Pierrot: The Commedia dell'Arte and the Modern Imagination includes
alot of information that you can discover it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.



John Coffin:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
better to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. Y ou will seethat now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Triumph of Pierrot: The Commedia dell'Arte and the Modern
Imagination this e-book consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The diaect styles that writer make usage of to explainitis
easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book appropriate al of you.
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