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Was the century of Voltaire also the century of women?  In the eighteenth
century changes in the nature of work, family life, sexuality, education, law,
religion, politics and warfare radically altered the lives of women. Some of these
developments caused immense confusion and suffering; others greatly expanded
women’s opportunities and worldview – long before the various women’s
suffrage movements were more than a glimmer on the horizon.  This study pays
attention to queens as well as commoners; respectable working women as well as
prostitutes; women physicists and mathematicians as well as musicians and
actresses; feminists as well as their critics.  The result is a rich and morally
complex tale of conflict and tragedy, but also of achievement.

The book deals with many regions and topics often under-represented in general
surveys of European women, including coverage of the Balkans and both
European Turkey and Anatolia, of Eastern Europe, of European colonial
expansion (particularly the slave trade) and of Muslim, Eastern Orthodox, and
Jewish women's history. Bringing all of Europe into the narrative of early
modern women's history challenges many received assumptions about Europe
and women in past times, and provides essential background for dealing with
issues of diversity in the Europe of today.
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Editorial Review

Review

Margaret Hunt has given us a fascinating picture of the lives of women and men in eighteenth-century
Europe, all the richer because she draws examples from Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and the Caribbean
colonies. Women emerge from her pages in all their variety: slaves, merchants and queens; Protestant
reformers, Jewish storytellers, and Sufi mystics. A wonderful read!

Natalie Zemon Davis, Princeton University

This is a comprehensive and deeply perceptive study of women’s experience across the European continent
into Russia and the Ottoman Islamic East. Its richly learned exploration of women’s lives across religions
and cultures offers a persuasive argument for the reality of early modern Europe as 'Big Europe'. This is a
landmark work.

Madeline Zilfi, University of Maryland

Hunt’s book offers a fascinating and enriching picture of women in eighteenth century Europe. The
study…provides a vivid fresco of the social, economic, cultural, religious and political life of women from all
social groups: from queens and aristocrats to women from the middle and lower classes.

Beatrice Zucca Micheletto, University of Rouen

 

 

From the Back Cover

Margaret Hunt has given us a fascinating picture of the lives of women and men in eighteenth-century
Europe, all the richer because she draws examples from Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and the Caribbean
colonies. Women emerge from her pages in all their variety: slaves, merchants and queens; Protestant
reformers, Jewish storytellers, and Sufi mystics.  A wonderful read!

 

Natalie Zemon Davis, Princeton University

 

This is a comprehensive and deeply perceptive study of women’s experience across the European continent
into Russia and the Ottoman Islamic East. Its richly learned exploration of women’s lives across religions
and cultures offers a persuasive argument for the reality of early modern Europe as 'Big Europe'. This is a
landmark work.

 



Madeline Zilfi, University of Maryland

 

Was the century of Voltaire also the century of women?  In the eighteenth century changes in the nature of
work, family life, sexuality, education, law, religion, politics and warfare radically altered the lives of
women. Some of these developments caused immense confusion and suffering; others greatly expanded
women’s opportunities and worldview – long before the various women’s suffrage movements were more
than a glimmer on the horizon.  This study pays attention to queens as well as commoners; respectable
working women as well as prostitutes; women physicists and mathematicians as well as musicians and
actresses; feminists as well as their critics.  The result is a rich and morally complex tale of conflict and
tragedy, but also of achievement.  

 

The book deals with many regions and topics often under-represented in general surveys of European
women, including coverage of the Balkans and both European Turkey and Anatolia, of Eastern Europe, of
European colonial expansion (particularly the slave trade) and of Muslim, Eastern Orthodox, and Jewish
women’s history. Bringingall of Europe into the narrative of early modern women’s history challenges many
received assumptions about Europe and women in past times, and provides essential background for dealing
with issues of diversity in the Europe of today.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

This Women in Eighteenth Century Europe book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This Women in Eighteenth Century Europe without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Women in Eighteenth Century Europe
can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Women in Eighteenth Century Europe having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.



Keith Karam:

This book untitled Women in Eighteenth Century Europe to be one of several books in which best seller in
this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

April Baker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Women in Eighteenth Century Europe
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Women in Eighteenth Century Europe
as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kristi Rowden:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Women in Eighteenth Century Europe was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Women in Eighteenth Century Europe has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.
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