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Between 1935 and 1944 the field of microbiology, and by implication medicine
as a whole, underwent dramatic advancement. The discovery of the extraordinary
antibacterial properties of sulphonamides, penicillin, and streptomycin triggered
a frantic hunt for more antimicrobial drugs that was to yield an abundant harvest
in a very short space of time. By the early 1960s more than 50 antibacterial
agents were available to the prescribing physician and, largely by a process of
chemical modification of existing compounds, that number has more than tripled
today. We have become so used to the ready availability of these relatively safe
and highly effective 'miracle drugs' that it is now hard to grasp how they
transformed the treatment of infection.

This book documents the progress made from the first tentative search for an
elusive 'chemotherapy' of infection in the early days of the twentieth century, to
the development of effective antiviral agents for the management of HIV as the
millennium drew to a close. It also offers a celebration of the individuals and
groups that made this miracle happen, as well as examining the inexorable rise of
the global pharmaceutical industry, and, most intriguingly, the essential input of
luck.

Infection still maintains a high profile in both medicine and the media, with the
current threats of 'superbugs' such as MRSA acquired in hospital, and a potential
resistance to antibiotics. This book tracks the history of antimicrobial drugs, a
remarkable medical triumph that has provided doctors with an amazing armoury
of safe and effective drugs that ensure that reversion to the helpless state of the
fight against infection witnessed in the early 1900s is extremely unlikely. This
timely compendium acknowledges the agents that have surely led to the relief of
more human and animal suffering than any other class of drugs in the history of
medical endeavour.
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Between 1935 and 1944 the field of microbiology, and by implication medicine as a whole, underwent
dramatic advancement. The discovery of the extraordinary antibacterial properties of sulphonamides,
penicillin, and streptomycin triggered a frantic hunt for more antimicrobial drugs that was to yield an
abundant harvest in a very short space of time. By the early 1960s more than 50 antibacterial agents were
available to the prescribing physician and, largely by a process of chemical modification of existing
compounds, that number has more than tripled today. We have become so used to the ready availability of
these relatively safe and highly effective 'miracle drugs' that it is now hard to grasp how they transformed the
treatment of infection.

This book documents the progress made from the first tentative search for an elusive 'chemotherapy' of
infection in the early days of the twentieth century, to the development of effective antiviral agents for the
management of HIV as the millennium drew to a close. It also offers a celebration of the individuals and
groups that made this miracle happen, as well as examining the inexorable rise of the global pharmaceutical
industry, and, most intriguingly, the essential input of luck.

Infection still maintains a high profile in both medicine and the media, with the current threats of 'superbugs'
such as MRSA acquired in hospital, and a potential resistance to antibiotics. This book tracks the history of
antimicrobial drugs, a remarkable medical triumph that has provided doctors with an amazing armoury of
safe and effective drugs that ensure that reversion to the helpless state of the fight against infection witnessed
in the early 1900s is extremely unlikely. This timely compendium acknowledges the agents that have surely
led to the relief of more human and animal suffering than any other class of drugs in the history of medical
endeavour.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Enterprises such as this book require huge efforts from the author and pay great dividends to the loyal
reader. For the origins of such drugs as avlosulphon and zanamivir, and many in between, this volume is a
thorough and entertaining introduction."--British Medical Journal

"...offers a fascinating account. The book has been written with great care and each chapter is extensively
referenced...will be of interest to all lecturers, researchers, students, and drug company employees engaged
in antibiotic-related teaching and work. Every library should have a copy!"--Society for General
Microbiology

"...accurate and well balanced...I urge all pharmacists to read this book..."--Peter taylor, Professor of
Micriobiology, School of Pharmacy, London in The Pharmaceutical Journal

"This is an elegant and comprehensive history of the antibiotic era....I commend it to anyone, specialist or
not, who is interesed in antibiotics or the history of medicine."--D.M. Livermore, Health Protection Agency,
London, UK in Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy

About the Author

Professor Greenwood was formerly at St Batholomew's Hospital, London before joining the Department of
Microbiology at the University of Nottingham Medical School in 1974, where he remained until retirement
in 2000. He was Professor of Antimicrobial Science between 1989 and 2000, and is the former Archivist to
the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy. He has contributed more than 200 scientific articles and
books on antimicrobial agents over 40 years.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Inge Reader:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth
century medical triumph will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if



you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable
book with you?

Charlene Martinez:

The actual book Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will
get the point easily after reading this book.

William Walker:

Precisely why? Because this Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Marcella Aragon:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you personally is
Antimicrobial Drugs: Chronicle of a twentieth century medical triumph this guide consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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