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Bringing to life the fabulous, colorful panorama of New Orleans in the first flush
of the jazz era, this book tells the story of Buddy Bolden, the first of the great
trumpet players--some say the originator of jazz--who was, in any case, the
genius, the guiding spirit, and the king of that time and place.

In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an unrecorded father of Jazz, remains
throughout a tantalizingly ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life,
his art, and his madness remaining felt but never quite pinned down. Ondaatje's
prose is at times startlingly lyrical, and as he chases Bolden through documents
and scenes, the novel partakes of the very best sort of modern detective novel--
one where the enigma is never resolved, but allowed to manifest in its fullness.
Though more 'experimental' in form than either The English Patient or In the
Skin of a Lion, it is a fitting addition to the renowned Ondaatje oeuvre.
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tells the story of Buddy Bolden, the first of the great trumpet players--some say the originator of jazz--who
was, in any case, the genius, the guiding spirit, and the king of that time and place.

In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an unrecorded father of Jazz, remains throughout a tantalizingly
ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life, his art, and his madness remaining felt but never quite
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Editorial Review

Review
"Anybody who cares about good writing ... should get this book and luxuriate in it." — Minneapolis Tribune

"One of the most innovative and liberating writers of our time." — Geoff Dyer, The Observer

"A beautifully detailed story, perhaps the finest jazz novel ever written." — The Sunday Times

"Coming Through Slaughter ... is so stuffed full of the dolour and lust that both buoys and blemishes a life, it
reads like a story dying to be told." — Books in Canada

From the Inside Flap
Bringing to life the fabulous, colorful panorama of New Orleans in the first flush of the jazz era, this book
tells the story of Buddy Bolden, the first of the great trumpet players--some say the originator of jazz--who
was, in any case, the genius, the guiding spirit, and the king of that time and place.
In this fictionalized meditation, Bolden, an unrecorded father of Jazz, remains throughout a tantalizingly
ungraspable phantom, the central mysteries of his life, his art, and his madness remaining felt but never quite
pinned down. Ondaatje's prose is at times startlingly lyrical, and as he chases Bolden through documents and
scenes, the novel partakes of the very best sort of modern detective novel--one where the enigma is never
resolved, but allowed to manifest in its fullness. Though more 'experimental' in form than either "The
English Patient or "In the Skin of a Lion, it is a fitting addition to the renowned Ondaatje "oeuvre.

From the Back Cover
At the turn of the century, the Storyville district of New Orleans had some 2,000 prostitutes, 70 professional
gamblers, and 30 piano players. It had only one man who played the cornet like Buddy Bolden. By day he
cut hair and purveyed gossip at N. Joseph's Shaving Parlor. At night he played jazz as though unleashing
wild animals in a crowded room. At the age of thirty-one, Buddy Bolden went mad. From these sparse facts
Michael Ondaatje has created a haunting, lushly atmospheric novel about one of jazz's legendary pioneers
and martyrs. Obsessed with death, addicted to whiskey, and self-destructively in love with two women,
Buddy Bolden embodies all the dire claims that music places on its acolytes. And as told in Coming Through
Slaughter, his story is as beautiful and chilling as a New Orleans funeral procession, where even the
mourners dance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Coming Through Slaughter book is readable by simply you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer associated with Coming
Through Slaughter content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Coming Through
Slaughter is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Coleman Jones:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read
you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Coming Through Slaughter it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

James Daniels:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
great deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is actually Coming Through Slaughter.

Jimmy Putnam:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Coming Through Slaughter book written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Coming Through Slaughter as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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