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Waris Dirie ran away from her oppressive life in the African desert when she was
barely in her teens, illiterate and impoverished, with nothing to her name but a
tattered shawl. She traveled alone across the dangerous Somali desert to
Mogadishu—the first leg of a remarkable journey that would take her to London,
where she worked as a house servant; then to nearly every corner of the globe as
an internationally renowned fashion model; and ultimately to New York City,
where she became a human rights ambassador for the U.N. Desert Flower is her
extraordinary story.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
By age 6, Waris Dirie was herding her family's sheep and goats, fending off hyenas and wild dogs as the
family carved a path through Africa. She was just twice that age when she ran off into the vast furnace of the
Somali desert to escape an arranged marriage to a much older man. Traveling for days without food and
water, she made her way to Mogadishu and later to London as a servant to her uncle, the Somalian
ambassador. There she wrestled with culture shock and got her first taste of the modeling life that eventually
brought her into the public eye. Dirie is resilient, having survived drought, hunger, and the ritual female
genital mutilation that marks a step toward womanhood among some traditional Moslems but, argue critics,
steals or ruins many girls' lives. "As we traveled throughout Somalia," says Dirie, "we met families and I
played with their daughters. When we visited them again, the girls were missing. No one spoke the truth
about their absence or even spoke of them at all." As a special ambassador to the United Nations, Dirie has
spoken out loudly on this subject and championed environmental causes, too. How much of her sometimes
breathless story is gospel truth and how much embellished is hard to say. Like Dirie herself, though, the
combination is intriguing, powerful, and unique. --Francesca Coltrera

From Publishers Weekly
Joining the current rage for model memoirs (see review above) is Dirie, a native of Somalia, who has for
more than a decade stalked the world's catwalks and appeared in numerous glossy magazines. This, however,
is no fluff-job dictated into a tape recorder on transatlantic flights, then recomposed by a hired gun back in
New York. Rather, it is a striking account of a personal odyssey that began in the Somali desert, where Dirie
grew up without shoes, living amid nomadic tribes and tyrannized by patriarchal strictures. As a pubescent
girl, Dirie was circumcised?a procedure described here in chilling detail?before escaping an arranged
marriage to stay with an aunt in Mogadishu. Landing a job as a house servant in London, Dirie struggled to
launch a modeling career while dodging British immigration authorities and the dreadful results of marriages
of convenience. At the end of this affecting and at times very entertaining book, Dirie's metamorphosis from
desert nomad into jetsetting nomad culminates in a post as a human rights ambassador to the UN, where,
these days, Dirie campaigns for the eradication of female circumcision and women's rights around the globe.
It's easy to forget that Dirie's memoir is a book about someone whose success has come from posing for the
camera. Indeed, it is Dirie's remarkable lack of narcissism or entitlement that makes her so captivating a
raconteur. Photos. Editor: Billy Kelly; agent: Christie Fletcher/Carol Mann Agency; author tour. (Sept.) FYI:
Foreign rights have sold in 10 countries.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
As a special ambassador to the United Nations, Somalian supermodel Dirie speaks out against the custom of
genital mutilation, a "barbaric rite" that she underwent at age five. In this memoir, she "provides a
fascinating glimpse of her separate lives?camel herder, supermodel, human rights activist?and manages to
weave threads of drama, humor, and courage into each."
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Colleen Thompson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book
called Desert Flower: The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Donald Lombard:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Desert Flower:
The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad suitable to you? The particular book was written by well
known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Desert Flower: The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert
Nomadis a single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world within this book.

Bruce Hardin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Desert Flower: The Extraordinary
Journey of a Desert Nomad e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Desert Flower: The
Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This
is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.

Mark Guerrero:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Desert Flower: The Extraordinary Journey of a
Desert Nomad to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the book Desert Flower: The Extraordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad can to be your new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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