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Explaining the Cosmos is a major reinterpretation of Greek scientific thought
before Socrates. Focusing on the scientific tradition of philosophy, Daniel
Graham argues that Presocratic philosophy is not a mere patchwork of different
schools and styles of thought. Rather, there is a discernible and unified Ionian
tradition that dominates Presocratic debates. Graham rejects the common
interpretation of the early Ionians as "material monists" and also the view of the
later Ionians as desperately trying to save scientific philosophy from Parmenides'
criticisms.

In Graham's view, Parmenides plays a constructive role in shaping the scientific
debates of the fifth century BC. Accordingly, the history of Presocratic
philosophy can be seen not as a series of dialectical failures, but rather as a series
of theoretical advances that led to empirical discoveries. Indeed, the Ionian
tradition can be seen as the origin of the scientific conception of the world that
we still hold today.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Essential. . . . Due to the depth and breadth of its research, its lucidity, and the cogency of its arguments,
Explaining the Cosmos will undoubtedly become a new standard against which future work on the pre-
Socratics is measured."--Choice

"Graham harks back to Harold Cherniss's critical reading of Aristotle as more of an engaged interpreter than
objective historian of the Presocratics. . . . This is a genuine achievement. . . . [M]uch of what Graham offers
. . . is persuasive, illuminating, and occasionally brilliant."--Simon Trépanier, Isis

"[S]cholars everywhere will be grateful for this engaging intellectual adventure."--Robert Hahn, Journal of
the History of Philosophy

From the Back Cover

"Daniel Graham's Explaining the Cosmos offers a new take on the Presocratic natural philosophers, arguing
that the long-dominant account of the early Ionians as material monists is mistaken. The book makes a
significant contribution. It is quite readable, and original. In sum, it is a fine work."--Allan Silverman, Ohio
State University

"Daniel Graham concentrates chiefly on the early Ionian thinkers as the key to a new understanding of the
history of Presocratic philosophy. The result is a serious and coherent account of the history of an important
strain of Greek philosophical thought before Plato. The book is carefully argued and clearly written, and
makes an excellent contribution to our understanding of Presocratic philosophy."--Patricia Curd, Purdue
University

About the Author
Daniel W. Graham is A. O. Smoot Professor of Philosophy at Brigham Young University. He is the author of
"Aristotle's Two Systems"; editor of the two-volume collected papers of Gregory Vlastos, "Studies in Greek
Philosophy" (Princeton); and translator of and commentator on "Aristotle: Physics, Book VIII". He is a
member of the editorial boards of "Apeiron" and "History of Philosophy Quarterly".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

The reason? Because this Explaining the Cosmos: The Ionian Tradition of Scientific Philosophy is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being



you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Mary Grubb:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Explaining the Cosmos: The
Ionian Tradition of Scientific Philosophy that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Explaining the Cosmos: The Ionian Tradition
of Scientific Philosophy become your current starter.

Clifford Harvey:

The book untitled Explaining the Cosmos: The Ionian Tradition of Scientific Philosophy contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published
by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Darlene Gutierrez:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Explaining the Cosmos: The Ionian Tradition of Scientific Philosophy can
make you feel more interested to read.
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