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A provocative manifesto for an interpretation of Islam that synthesizes
liberal ideas and respect for the Islamic tradition.

From furious reactions to the cartoons of Prophet Muhammad to the suppression
of women, news from the Muslim world begs the question: is Islam incompatible
with freedom? With an eye sympathetic to Western liberalism and Islamic
theology, Mustafa Akyol traces the ideological and historical roots of political
Islam. The years following Muhammad's passing in 632 AD saw an intellectual
"war of ideas" rage between rationalist, flexible schools of Islam and the more
dogmatic, rigid ones. The traditionalist school won out, fostering perceptions of
Islam as antithetical to modernity. However, through his careful reexamination of
the currents of Muslim thought, Akyol discovers a flourishing of liberalism in the
nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire and the unique "Islamo-liberal synthesis" of
present-day Turkey. Only by accepting a secular state, he powerfully asserts, can
Islamic societies thrive. Persuasive and inspiring, Islam without Extremes offers a
desperately needed intellectual basis for the reconcilability of Islam and
religious, political, economic, and social freedoms.
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A provocative manifesto for an interpretation of Islam that synthesizes liberal ideas and respect for
the Islamic tradition.

From furious reactions to the cartoons of Prophet Muhammad to the suppression of women, news from the
Muslim world begs the question: is Islam incompatible with freedom? With an eye sympathetic to Western
liberalism and Islamic theology, Mustafa Akyol traces the ideological and historical roots of political Islam.
The years following Muhammad's passing in 632 AD saw an intellectual "war of ideas" rage between
rationalist, flexible schools of Islam and the more dogmatic, rigid ones. The traditionalist school won out,
fostering perceptions of Islam as antithetical to modernity. However, through his careful reexamination of
the currents of Muslim thought, Akyol discovers a flourishing of liberalism in the nineteenth-century
Ottoman Empire and the unique "Islamo-liberal synthesis" of present-day Turkey. Only by accepting a
secular state, he powerfully asserts, can Islamic societies thrive. Persuasive and inspiring, Islam without
Extremes offers a desperately needed intellectual basis for the reconcilability of Islam and religious, political,
economic, and social freedoms.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Informative at every turn, the author lifts the veil on the beautiful truths and harsh realities of a faith at war
with itself, and ever-evolving in its interpretations and executions." -- Kirkus Book Reviews

"A delightfully original take on Turkey and on the prospects for liberal democracy in the broader Islamic
Middle East." -- Wall Street Journal  

"Akyol clarifies the complexities and contradictions of Islam in this indispensable book. He demonstrates
how the harsh tribal cultures of the Arabian desert shaped Islam for centuries often at odds with the Qur'an...
This even-handed scholarly work... makes Islam accessible to Western readers." -- Publishers Weekly

Akyol is doing important work that should have an impact well beyond his native Turkey. — Doug Bandow
(American Spectator)

Starred Review. Informative at every turn. — Kirkus Reviews

From the Author

Beyond the two extremes that haunted the Muslim world,
secular authoritarianism versus Islamic authoritarianism, 
there is a third, and promising, way: Islamic liberalism.

From the Inside Flap
Early on a cold January morning in 1981, Mustafa Akyol, then eight-years-old, accompanied his mother to
the suburbs of Ankara, Turkey. Together they were visiting Akyol's father, an outspoken journalist held
prisoner in the country's military barracks. The Turkish military had seized power, and those, like Akyol's
father, who respected Islam were jailed. It was a period of crushing authoritarianism in the name of a secular
state.           

This experience stayed with Akyol as he finished his studies and became a well-respected journalist and
political commentator in Turkey. He continued to wonder: Could the authoritarian regimes in Muslim
countries derive not from Islam but from the deep-seated political cultures and social structures endemic to
that part of the world? How else to explain the presence of authoritarianism in a secular state, like Turkey, as
well as in "Islamic" states such as Iran or Saudi Arabia?

To answer these questions, Akyol, a devout Muslim, turned to both the Qur'an and a diverse array of
historical and contemporary scholarship to trace the roots of liberty and tyranny in the world of Islam. In
accessible and searching prose, Akyol begins at the very genesis of the religion. According to Akyol's
interpretation, the death of Prophet Muhammed in the seventh century ushered in a "medieval war of ideas".
Some Islamic schools of thought defended reason, freewill, and pluralism. Others promoted a more rigid and
dogmatic interpretation of the faith. As the latter camp triumphed, because of the powerful classes of the
Orient, a less rational and more static mindset began to shape the region. The more trade declined, Akyol



argues, the more the Muslim mind stagnated.

After the 18th century, the ruling elites of the Ottoman Empire, eager to modernize, imported liberal ideas
along with institutions from the West, gradually leading to a dawn of "Islamic liberalism." But Akyol's
historical survey demonstrates that even these valuable efforts to effect change continued as a top-down
process in which the majority of the society remained uninvolved. The way to liberal reform was also
tragically blocked by the stasis inherent in the socialist and statist models toward which the Muslim world
was mistakenly driven in the 20th century.

Yet Akyol finds an important exception in contemporary Turkey. There, a nascent Muslim middle class is
reinterpreting religion with a more modern mindset. Slowly, the Turkish people are embracing liberal
thought and speaking out for all freedoms. The stage is set for "an experiment unprecedented in the history
of Islamdom."

ISLAM WITHOUT EXTREMES makes the complex story of liberty in the Muslim world accessible and
intriguing, while also putting forth provocative, religious arguments for a secular state, "freedom to sin," and
freedom from Islam. With passion and clarity, Akyol synthesizes liberal ideas and Muslim faith as he
powerfully points the way towards an Islam that can make peace with open society. Islam need not
"secularize" itself, but rather, can coexist with religious, political, economic, and social freedoms.

Persuasive and inspiring, ISLAM WITHOUT EXTREMES is a desperately needed intellectual basis for the
reconcilability of Islam and liberty

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty book is
readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer of Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty content conveys the thought easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it.
So , do you nonetheless thinking Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Maria Jennings:

This Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty tend to be reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty can be
one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Islam without
Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.



Michele Reynolds:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for Liberty will give you new experience in studying a
book.

Jerry Montgomery:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Islam without Extremes: A Muslim Case for
Liberty can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Islam without Extremes: A
Muslim Case for Liberty.
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