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"Mozart's need for love had grown uncertain of itself in early childhood. His
feeling of being unloved found constant confirmation in his changing experiences
over the years, and the intensity of his unsatisfied desire to be loved, detectable
as a dominant wish throughout his life, very largely determined what had
meaning for him and what did not."—From the book

One of the most important social thinkers of our time provides a haunting portrait
of Mozart's life and creative genius. German sociologist Norbert Elias examines
the paradoxes in Mozart's short existence—his brilliant creativity and social
marginality, his musical sophistication and personal crudeness, his breathtaking
accomplishments and deep despair.

Using psychoanalytic insights, Elias examines Leopold Mozart's carefully honed
ambitions for his son and protege. From the age of six Mozart traveled with his
father, performing in the major courts throughout Europe. The elder Mozart
worked on his son "like a sculptor on his sculpture," and this deep bond formed
the lietmotif in understanding Mozart's early talent and complicated psyche.

Mozart chafed at the constraints of Viennese courtly culture. Growing up in a
society which viewed musicians as manual laborers producing entertainment for
the court, he fought for an independent livelihood. Vienna's aristocracy
ultimately turned its back on the composer, who faced mounting debts, no work,
and no prospect of fulfilling his innermost desires. He died feeling that his life
had become empty of meaning.

Elias ponders the concept of genius, which he sees as a complex marriage of
fantasy, inspiration, and convention. In exploring the tension between personal
creativity and the tastes of an era, he gives us a book of startling insight and
discovery.
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constant confirmation in his changing experiences over the years, and the intensity of his unsatisfied desire to
be loved, detectable as a dominant wish throughout his life, very largely determined what had meaning for
him and what did not."—From the book

One of the most important social thinkers of our time provides a haunting portrait of Mozart's life and
creative genius. German sociologist Norbert Elias examines the paradoxes in Mozart's short existence—his
brilliant creativity and social marginality, his musical sophistication and personal crudeness, his breathtaking
accomplishments and deep despair.

Using psychoanalytic insights, Elias examines Leopold Mozart's carefully honed ambitions for his son and
protege. From the age of six Mozart traveled with his father, performing in the major courts throughout
Europe. The elder Mozart worked on his son "like a sculptor on his sculpture," and this deep bond formed
the lietmotif in understanding Mozart's early talent and complicated psyche.

Mozart chafed at the constraints of Viennese courtly culture. Growing up in a society which viewed
musicians as manual laborers producing entertainment for the court, he fought for an independent livelihood.
Vienna's aristocracy ultimately turned its back on the composer, who faced mounting debts, no work, and no
prospect of fulfilling his innermost desires. He died feeling that his life had become empty of meaning.

Elias ponders the concept of genius, which he sees as a complex marriage of fantasy, inspiration, and
convention. In exploring the tension between personal creativity and the tastes of an era, he gives us a book
of startling insight and discovery.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In showing that Mozart the man and Mozart the composer developed inseparably, Elias has steered a
sensible course between idealizing the man to make him conform with the idea of genius and disparaging the
man as a kind of freak whose only virtue was to be able to write masterpieces. . . . Elias has written about the
development of the composer and the man being inseparable. This book is a rewarding study in the sociology
of genius."--"The Sewanee Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author

Norbert Elias was Professor Emeritus at the University of Frankfurt until his death in 1990. His many works
include the modern classic, The Civilizing Process.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Mozart: Portrait of a Genius will
make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Rosalva Nichols:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Mozart: Portrait of a Genius book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Mozart: Portrait of a Genius
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Mozart: Portrait of a
Genius is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Betty McClanahan:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do



you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Mozart: Portrait of a Genius
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Violet Iverson:

You will get this Mozart: Portrait of a Genius by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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