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In Chapter 1 Paula Gooder discusses the problems of interpreting this text and
looks at the major debates of its past interpreters. The most popular modern
approach is to compare it with other texts of ascent in the Judaeo-Christian
tradition, yet even a brief examination of these texts indicate that differences are
present. In the remainder of the book Gooder evaluates the extent and
significance of these differences. Part One consists of a detailed consideration of
a range of texts which superficially seem closest to 2 Corinthians 12. Chapter 2
presents a history of scholarship on heavenly ascent. Chapters 3 to 8 each
examine a text of ascent from a different period and background in the Judaeo-
Christian tradition. Chapter 9 draws out the points of similarity between these
texts. Part Two considers the text of 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 in the light of the
findings of Part One. In the detailed examination of the Pauline ascent in chapter
10, the extent of the differences between this text and the texts examined in Part
One becomes clear. Chapter 11 proposes a new interpretation of the account of
ascent, arguing that it reports a failed ascent into heaven. The chapter shows that
this interpretation makes sense not only of 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 itself but also of
chapters 10-13 which surround it. The account is one more example of weakness
from the apostle in which he proves that weakness, not strength, is the sign of a
true apostle.
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its past interpreters. The most popular modern approach is to compare it with other texts of ascent in the
Judaeo-Christian tradition, yet even a brief examination of these texts indicate that differences are present. In
the remainder of the book Gooder evaluates the extent and significance of these differences. Part One
consists of a detailed consideration of a range of texts which superficially seem closest to 2 Corinthians 12.
Chapter 2 presents a history of scholarship on heavenly ascent. Chapters 3 to 8 each examine a text of ascent
from a different period and background in the Judaeo-Christian tradition. Chapter 9 draws out the points of
similarity between these texts. Part Two considers the text of 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 in the light of the
findings of Part One. In the detailed examination of the Pauline ascent in chapter 10, the extent of the
differences between this text and the texts examined in Part One becomes clear. Chapter 11 proposes a new
interpretation of the account of ascent, arguing that it reports a failed ascent into heaven. The chapter shows
that this interpretation makes sense not only of 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 itself but also of chapters 10-13 which
surround it. The account is one more example of weakness from the apostle in which he proves that
weakness, not strength, is the sign of a true apostle.
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Paula Gooder is Tutor in Biblical Studies at the Queen's Foundation for Ecumenical Theological Education,
UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kelly Watson:

This Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament
Studies) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain
by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Only the Third
Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament Studies) without we
know teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament
Studies) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians
12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament Studies) having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Arlen Bullock:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-
10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament Studies), you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Maria Scully:

You can obtain this Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of
New Testament Studies) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.



Jeffrey Paolucci:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10
and Heavenly Ascent (The Library of New Testament Studies) was vibrant and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Only the Third Heaven?: 2 Corinthians 12.1-10 and Heavenly Ascent (The
Library of New Testament Studies) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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