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This bold and brilliant book asks the ultimate question of the life sciences: How
did the human mind acquire its incomparable power? In seeking the answer,
Merlin Donald traces the evolution of human culture and cognition from
primitive apes to artificial intelligence, presenting an enterprising and original
theory of how the human mind evolved from its presymbolic form.
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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews
``The modern era, if it can be reduced to any single dimension, is especially characterized by its obsession
with symbols and their management.'' So says Donald (Psychology/Queen's Univ., Kingston, Ontario),
echoing the philosopher Ernst Cassirer a generation ago--with a difference. Whereas countless philosophers
since Aristotle have attempted to define what is quintessentially human, Donald brings new knowledge of
neuropsychology, ethology, and archaeology to propose a tripartite theory of the transition from ape to man.
Using the fossil evidence of braincase size and tool-kit remains, Donald concludes that the australopithecines
were limited to concrete/episodic minds: bipedal creatures able to benefit from pair-bonding, cooperative
hunting, etc., but essentially of a seize-the-moment mentality. The first transition was to a ``mimetic'' culture:
the era of Homo erectus in which mankind absorbed and refashioned events to create rituals, crafts, rhythms,
dance, and other prelinguistic traditions. This was followed by the evolution to mythic cultures: the result of
the acquisition of speech and the invention of symbols. The third transition carried oral speech to reading,
writing, and an extended external memory- store seen today in computer technology. This summary,
however, does not do justice to Donald's careful analysis of rival theories as well as his mining of the
neuroanatomical and neurological literature, presenting, for example, evidence of the distribution of
language skills across both hemispheres. He gets high marks, too, for pointing out how often cognitive
theories become caught up in the trap of the homunculus--the little man in the brain who presides over all our
conscious activities. Needless to say, his theory is open to challenge as well (the relation of mimesis to
language; the constant reliance on computer metaphors; and, ultimately, the use of Western tradition as the
paradigm of human evolution). Withal, a fine, provocative and absorbing account of what makes humans
human. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
Origins of the Modern Mind is an admirable book...Its author displays throughout an engaging enthusiasm, a
fertile imagination and an impressive knowledge of his subject-matter. (Christopher Longuet-Higgins Times
Literary Supplement)

A fine, provocative and absorbing account of what makes humans human. (Kirkus Reviews)

Nowadays one hears...that hand-held calculators destroy young people's motivation to learn arithmetic. But
not to worry, says Merlin Donald, author of this revelatory but demanding history of human consciousness.
He welcomes the computer, as well as other forms of electronic storage and manipulation of data and
images, including TV, as the highest stage of mental development--and perhaps the final one. (John Wilkes
Los Angeles Times)

A wonderful book that deserves to be read by everyone interested in the human mind. It weaves together the
best available evidence into a convincing theory of cognition, culture, consciousness, and communication--
their structure, evolution, meaning, and future. (Hans Moravec Carnegie Mellon University)

A radically different evolutionary framework for the understanding of mind and behavior: I don't know when
I have enjoyed reading a book more, or when I have learned so much from one. (Sheldon White, Harvard
University)

Review



A wonderful book that deserves to be read by everyone interested in the human mind. It weaves together the
best available evidence into a convincing theory of cognition, culture, consciousness, and communication--
their structure, evolution, meaning, and future.
--Hans Moravec (Carnegie Mellon University)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Origins of
the Modern Mind: Three Stages in the Evolution of Culture and Cognition, you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Tod Espitia:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Origins of the Modern Mind: Three
Stages in the Evolution of Culture and Cognition, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lynnette Jennings:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Origins of the Modern
Mind: Three Stages in the Evolution of Culture and Cognition which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Christine Emmons:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Origins of the Modern Mind: Three Stages in the Evolution of



Culture and Cognition was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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