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A fast-paced narrative history of the coups, revolutions, and invasions by
which the United States has toppled fourteen foreign governments -- not
always to its own benefit

"Regime change" did not begin with the administration of George W. Bush, but
has been an integral part of U.S. foreign policy for more than one hundred years.
Starting with the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy in 1893 and continuing
through the Spanish-American War and the Cold War and into our own time, the
United States has not hesitated to overthrow governments that stood in the way
of its political and economic goals. The invasion of Iraq in 2003 is the latest,
though perhaps not the last, example of the dangers inherent in these operations.

In Overthrow, Stephen Kinzer tells the stories of the audacious politicians, spies,
military commanders, and business executives who took it upon themselves to
depose monarchs, presidents, and prime ministers. He also shows that the U.S.
government has often pursued these operations without understanding the
countries involved; as a result, many of them have had disastrous long-term
consequences.

In a compelling and provocative history that takes readers to fourteen countries,
including Cuba, Iran, South Vietnam, Chile, and Iraq, Kinzer surveys modern
American history from a new and often surprising perspective.

"Detailed, passionate and convincing . . . [with] the pace and grip of a good
thriller." -- Anatol Lieven, The New York Times Book Review
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A fast-paced narrative history of the coups, revolutions, and invasions by which the United States has
toppled fourteen foreign governments -- not always to its own benefit

"Regime change" did not begin with the administration of George W. Bush, but has been an integral part of
U.S. foreign policy for more than one hundred years. Starting with the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy
in 1893 and continuing through the Spanish-American War and the Cold War and into our own time, the
United States has not hesitated to overthrow governments that stood in the way of its political and economic
goals. The invasion of Iraq in 2003 is the latest, though perhaps not the last, example of the dangers inherent
in these operations.

In Overthrow, Stephen Kinzer tells the stories of the audacious politicians, spies, military commanders, and
business executives who took it upon themselves to depose monarchs, presidents, and prime ministers. He
also shows that the U.S. government has often pursued these operations without understanding the countries
involved; as a result, many of them have had disastrous long-term consequences.

In a compelling and provocative history that takes readers to fourteen countries, including Cuba, Iran, South
Vietnam, Chile, and Iraq, Kinzer surveys modern American history from a new and often surprising
perspective.

"Detailed, passionate and convincing . . . [with] the pace and grip of a good thriller." -- Anatol Lieven, The
New York Times Book Review
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The recent ouster of Saddam Hussein may have turned "regime change" into a contemporary buzzword, but
it's been a tactic of American foreign policy for more than 110 years. Beginning with the ouster of Hawaii's
monarchy in 1893, Kinzer runs through the foreign governments the U.S. has had a hand in toppling, some
of which he has written about at length before (in All the Shah's Men, etc.). Recent invasions of countries
such as Grenada and Panama may be more familiar to readers than earlier interventions in Iran and
Nicaragua, but Kinzer, a foreign correspondent for the New York Times, brings a rich narrative immediacy to
all of his stories. Although some of his assertions overreach themselves—as when he proposes that better
conduct by the American government in the Spanish-American War might have prevented the rise of Castro
a half-century later—he makes a persuasive case that U.S. intervention destabilizes world politics and often
leaves countries worse off than they were before. Kinzer's argument isn't new, but it's delivered in unusually
moderate tones, which may earn him an audience larger than the usual crew of die-hard leftists. (Apr.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Former New York Times correspondent Stephen Kinzer has produced a book on foreign policy that can sit
comfortably beside "edgy fiction, juicy memoirs or newsy exposes" (San Francisco Chronicle). His wide
range of inquiry opens him up for some nitpicking: too much focus on American policy without considering
the corresponding foreign policy; a tendency towards caricature; and entries on Iraq and Afghanistan that
yield little new insight. But if reviewers feel that Kinzer's thesis isn't blindingly original—he has covered
some of this material in his previous books All the Shah's Men and Bitter Fruit—they concur that his
amalgamation of the materials is unparalleled and, more important, a thrill to read.
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
Narrating 12 instances of American toppling of foreign governments, Kinzer strives to detect motivations
common to the incidents, settling frequently on the protection of American international business. Some of
Kinzer's cases simply don't fit the model of the nefarious corporation (the 1963 coup against South Vietnam's
Ngo Dinh Diem; the 1983 invasion of Granada). Yet others manifestly do, such as the agitation of American
banana interests over the communist leanings of Guatemala's Jacobo Arbenz. Perhaps better read as a series
of discrete histories, Kinzer's book indubitably reminds Americans that their country has forced the fall of
governments it doesn't like for more than a century. Commenting negatively on justifications for
interventions, Kinzer dramatizes their precipitating events and decision makers. William McKinley, William
Howard Taft, John Foster Dulles, Richard Nixon, George H. W. Bush, and George W. Bush are the main
protagonists; the Mossadeghs and Noriegas, their antagonists. From a former foreign correspondent, this is
fluidly composed popular history with a censorious point of view. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Doris Simmons:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from
Hawaii to Iraq has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Overthrow: America's Century of Regime
Change from Hawaii to Iraq is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to
Iraq. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Hazel Reinoso:

Here thing why this specific Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from
Hawaii to Iraq giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no guide that similar with Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq in e-book can be your substitute.

Margaret Velasquez:

This Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Overthrow: America's Century of
Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change
from Hawaii to Iraq forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jacqueline Lewis:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq. You can more desirable than now.
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