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Whether she is writing about George Eliot or Sylvia Plath; Victorian spiritual
malaise or Toni Morrison; mythic strands in the novels of Iris Murdoch and Saul
Bellow; politics behind the popularity of Barbara Pym or the ambitions that
underlie her own fiction, Byatt manages to be challenging, entertaining, and
unflinchingly committed to the alliance of literature and life.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Wide-ranging essays in literary criticism from the Booker Prize-winning author of Possession.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Readers of Byatt's Still Life ( LJ 11/15/85) and, to a lesser extent, Possession ( LJ 11/1/90) will find this
collection of her criticism true to her quality and themes. The essays range from describing the influences on
her own work to analysis of her favorite Victorians, Robert Browning and George Eliot, and such modernist
writers as Ford Madox Ford, William Golding, and Iris Murdoch. Some female writers (Willa Cather,
Elizabeth Bowen, and Toni Morrison, among others) are treated, as are the relationship of the real and the
symbolic, as revealed by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Charles Rycroft, and Vincent Van Gogh. Byatt's interest
in the influence of religion on writing shines through. The writing is brilliant, requiring a substantial
awareness of English literature and command of the language. For academic and large public libraries.
Previewed in Prepub Alert, LJ 10/15/91.
- Ann Irvine, Montgomery Cty. P.L., Md.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A collection of previously published essays and reviews (The Guardian, Times Literary Supplement, etc.),
seemingly more the work of a competent grad student than an imaginative novelist, and sure to disappoint
those who enjoyed Byatt's Booker Prize-winning Possession (1990). In essays about her favorite Victorians
(Robert Browning and George Eliot) and moderns such as Ford Madox Ford and William Golding, Byatt, a
former lecturer in English and American Literature at the Univ. of London, explores the relations between
narrative and religion. These writers, Byatt suggests, vindicate the ``fictive form'' as the appropriate place to
resolve the problem ``of the real'' in a postreligious world. For Byatt, Browning is ``a poet who writes of men
and women, all separately incarnate, all separately aware of their necessarily and splendidly limited ways of
infinite passion and the pain of finite hearts that yearn.'' Eliot's intelligence, she concludes, ``combined
thought and feeling in a new form of poetic but ironic realist fiction.'' In perhaps the most accessible and
persuasive essay here (``Accurate Letters: Ford Madox Ford''), Byatt describes Ford as a writer who taught
us the distinction between the ``great lie'' and ``the hard ideas of truth.'' And a number of her reviews on
writers as varied as Toni Morrison, whom she admires, and Barbara Pym, whom she does not (``[Pym]
appears gentler than Spark or Weldon but is also infinitely less generous, humane and imaginative'') are
intelligent, perceptive, and refreshingly opinionated. Most often confined by narrow academic parameters to
lengthy quotes and tentatively advanced ideas, Byatt's rich inventive talents are well served here only rarely.
-- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,



shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Passions of the Mind: Selected
Writings (Vintage International)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Harry Branham:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Passions of the Mind: Selected
Writings (Vintage International) to read.

Lois Hernandez:

This book untitled Passions of the Mind: Selected Writings (Vintage International) to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

William Luke:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Passions of the Mind: Selected Writings (Vintage International) it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.
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